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CREOLE: 


CHAP. I. 


— 


COZMIN AND NARCONAH Ann 
AT FEZ — A MECHANIC WHO 


KNEW EVERY THING. 


| WIILE theſe various ſenſations 
| occupied the mind, and directed the 

actions of Alcovan at the Caſtle, Cozz 
min and Narconah were purſuing 
their journey towards Fez. Narco- 
nah was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
the firſt view of its city; but upon 
entering it, the noiſe and buſtle with 


Vor. „ | which LY 


diſturbed and diſtreſſed fag). Hi 
eyes and ears could not bear, Wath- 
out extreme agitation, the great ſeen > 
of noiſe and confufion. He now be- 
gan to regret he had ever quitted 
his peaceful retirement, and wiſhed 
himſelf once more in the iſland of 
Othen. 


. Cozmin, however, whoſe mind was 
fixed on a greater purpoſe than fim- 
ply that of entertainment, encouraged 
him to proceed. 


They took their lodgings in the 
houſe of an artificer—a man who 
boaſted great mechanical powers, 
and vainly aſſumed the name of Ar. 
chimedes, becauſe he conceived him- 
ſelf a maſter in the ſame ſchool 3s 

g that 


"Bn. 
> 
” - . 
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that in which the great philoſogſe 
had exceed. 

His 8 was to make dials, 
and he affirmed, that by conſtantl7 
making obſervations on the ſun, he. 
had made himfelf better acquainted 
with its form, nature, and properties = 
than any philoſopher who had pre- 
ceded him, who then exiſted; or ever 
would exiſt while the mold * 

He told them his & genius was wild 
and untutored ; but that an intui- 

| tive ſenſe, and natural ſtrength of 

wind, had enabled him to make him- 

ſelf mM of the moſt valuable arts 
and ſciences. 


Ss © My father,” ſaid he, „ 

poor man, and cultivated ground robs _ mi 

| his own ſubſiſtence and that of his fas W 
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mily. He ſent me to ſchool as often 
as he could afford, and at ten years 
of age I was taken off his hands by 
a neighbour, and placed by him in 
the employment of watching and 


working at his mill. From that 


moment my 1deas were enlarged, and 


I became reſtleſs in my mind, and un- 
eaſy at my own ignorance; ] ſet 


about the work of information, and 


was not ſatisfied till I had made my- 


ſelf acquainted with the nature and 


3 powerful mechaniſm of the works 
in which I was conſtantly employed. 


« This I did, however, completely 
in a ſhort ſpace of time. I then ſet about 
making improvements, and in this 
engagement ſtaid with my employer 


five years. I have rendered my 
country no ſmall ſervices by thoſe 
improvements; but I have been il 


requited 
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- FEET 
F e 


requited by the world, my others 
have reaped the benefit which ought 
to have followed me in the perfec- 
tion of my plans. 
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employed my leiſure hours in 

reading works of imagination; for I 
was always of an enquiring diſpoſi- 
tion, and filled my head with conceits 
and fancies which led me on to the 
execution of a moſt romantic plan, 
which I muſt reckon, however, among 
the moſt fortunate events of my life. 


Lr 


W 
* * 
i af 


F a SY 1 
PF) W. 2 >. 0 
n 


ks F EIS 
ley As 2 


r 


2 


1 
r — * * Wee” rn, * 
8 n F 


ay 
%* 


Ro os 
Jn» * . YE CI 
8 S 5 1 5 
= t Re mY . 5 
Fro he ISI 
be % > - " — 


LD! 
Us. 
* a 


, 
4 * 4 N = T — = 


r Lr 
* 3 
* 


. n 
=> * A 


THE 
ens, 


3. 
* 


5 — 5 GS oo POR 
> 4 a - L 2 
r e ont 


« I was diſguſted when I found 

had no encouragement offered t y I 
endeavours ; and after ſtaying at the 
mill the time I have mentioned, and 
having furniſhed my mind with plen- 

| ty of extravagance from novels and 

romances, which were the only 
works. I read, I reſolved to ſequeſter 
B3 * m 
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myſelf from the world and its follies, 
of which I talked wiſely and often; 
and hiding myſelf in obſcurity, at 
once to turn philoſopher and recluſe. 


« With this intention I waited not 
for the receipt of my wages; but 
packing up all that belonged to me, 
ſet forwards towards the mountains 
of Dedes. 


„There had lately died an old 
hermit, who had lived in thoſe parts 
many years; and as his hermitage 
was now unoccupied, I reſolved to 
repair thither, partly to ſatisfy an 
earneſt curioſity I felt to ſee a place 
1 had heard ſo many talk of, and 
partly with an intention to fix my 
reſidence there, as a ſituation well 
adapted for my obſervations, and well 
ſuited to my ſtudies. I had formed 

| _ 
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an idea, romantic enough it muſt be 
acknowledged; I was doatingly fond 
of ſolitude and retirement, and I con- 
ceived the plan I was in purſuit of 
was well calculated for the gratifica- 
tion and enjoyment of my fayourite 
paſſion. 


« The hermit's abode was on the 
other ſide of the mountains, and I 


had a long way to travel; this how- 
ever was no difficulty to me—diffi- 


culty is the delight of great minds; 
but our minds may be ſtrong, ſig- 
nors, and our bodies may be weak 


ſuch was my caſe. I was often 


weary on the road, but from the ro- 
mantic turn of my mind I received 


enjoyment from fatigue. It was my 
greater delight to paſs the night un- 


der a tree or buſh than on a bed of 
down; and I found pleaſure as well 
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as refreſhment, in drinking the water 
of the brook, and feeding on the roots 
of the earth; becauſe I conſidered 


them as the earneſt of my future fare, 
and the emblems of the purity and 


ſimplicity in which I was avout to 
hve. 


« had formed a reſolution of 


dedicating my whole life to an en- 
quiry into the works and wonders of 
nature, and to a willing ſtate of po- 


verty and conſtant ſelf-denial. Ful- 


ly reſolved, and well ſatisfied with 
my intentions, I travelled merrily 


5 At lng: 1 came to the foot of 


| 
. mountains —it was near. night, 
the weather was cold and rainy, and 
when I looked around me I ſaw no 


place which could afford me ſhelter 
= (ney 
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(for I found the cold and rain not 
gquite pleaſant) except a ſmall cot- 
= tage, to which I in haſte directed my 
= ſteps. | 
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„The country people are, in ge- 
neral, hoſpitable and kind-hearted ; 

and on informing them that I was a 
wanderer, benighted and fatigued, 

they readily gave me admittance. 


„As ſoon as I entered, and my 
firſt thanks for their kindneſs were 
over, I began to look about me. The 
father of the family was a ſtout hearty 


man, and the mother a healthy bux- 
om dame; but my attention reſted 
not long with them, they had a 
daughter whoſe beauty ſurprized me. 
| thought I beheld an angel. Wy 
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« I ſaw, and inſtantly loved her. 
I was at this time about ſeventeen 
years of age, and notwithſtanding my 
mad ſcheme of turning hermit, I had, 
as may be imagined at that time of 
life, all the paſſions alive and running 
high in my blood. The girl was 
handſome and I was paſſionate; ſhe 
was innocent and I (not meaning to 
ſpeak my own praiſe) was ſenſible 
and clever; and on that account I did 
not deſpair of making her love 
me. But, fignors, I aſk pardon, I 
am telling my ſtory, and occupying 
your time; and, as I now recollect, 


without being deſired to do either.“ 


THE CREOLE, . 1 


1 


——— 


CONTINUATION OF THE MECHANIC'S 
STORY. 


N ARCONAH impatiently begged 
of him to proceed, and Cozmin like- 
wiſe deſired him to go on. 


“ Luſetta, the handſome girl of 
whom I ſpeak,” continued he, © I 
ſoon learned was of uſe in the family; 
ſhe went out every morning to 
gather herbs for their breakfaſt, and 
others which ſhe carried to market 
at ſome diſtance. 


I reſolved next morning to be up 
as ſoon as ſhe was, and forgot for a 
time my gravity as a hermit, and 

xY the 
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the plan and expedition I had in 
view. 


«* The old folks gave me the beſt 
their little cottage afforded. At ſup- 
per the ſcheme I ſet out upon 
recurred to my memory; but when I 
looked at Luſetta, I thought of it no 
more. 


« At laſt I withdrew my eyes 
from the contemplation of her beau- 
ties, and looked around me. I thought 
the happineſs theſe good people 
ſeemed to enjoy, and the neatneſs of 
their little dwelling, could not be 
ſurpaſſed even by that of my her- 
mitage. 


* lay on a ſtraw matraſs, which 
was well calculated for my reſt, but 
which afforded me no repoſe, and 
„ was 


_ Tun cknoGtY. - © 


Was up early enough to follow 
Luſetta; for as I lay awake all night 
thinking of her, I heard her riſe in 
order to go out, and immediately 
roſe alſo. 


« Our converſation by the way 
was intereſting enough, at leaſt it 
was ſo to me, and I conceived it was 
by no means indifferent to Luſetta. 


EI paid her the beſt compliments 
I could, which ſhe received with an 
air of ſatisfaction and delight; and in 
ſhort, I found myſelf returning with 
her to her father's cottage. I then 
recollected myſelf, and caſt my * 
towards the mountains. 


“It will be :mpoſlible; thought I, 
to reach the ſummit of theſe heights; 
why ſhould I attempt it? I will re- 

main 


IE 
— IV 


mp ges 


main here, and live in happineſs and 
tranquillity with the peaceful cot- 
tagers. I then recollected that I 
had no money; this was indeed a 
ſerious misfortune. I went to the 
cottage, however, and aſked the 
father of Luſetta if he could furniſh 
me with any kind of employment, 
by which I might earn my ſubſiſ- 
tence—he told me he could recom- 
mend me to employment where him- 
ſelf worked; and I agreed to give 
him a certain portion of the profits 
for my board beneath his roof. Thus 
you ſee, ſignors, to what extremes 
love can reduce even the greateſt 
philoſopher. It is the reward of the 
k .<amoſt ſplendid actions of our lives, 
though ſometimes it is the cauſe of 


he meaneſt, 
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THE CREOLE 15 
« [ now. abandoned all ideas of 


my hermitage, and entered very 
briſkly into the labours and life of a 
huſbandman. Luſetta was a botaniſt, 
and cultivated a little garden of 
flowers, which was no lefs profitable 


than pleaſing to her. While I ſtaid 


here I became more and more a 
philoſopher, yet ſometimes I re- 
gretted the power of that ſelf-denial 
which I had loſt, when I found how 
deeply I was enamoured of the 


beautiful Lufetta. 7 


« My miſtreſs received my atten- 


tions at firſt, and afterwards returned 
my love; our paſſion ſoon grew to 
ſuch a height that the old folks per- 


ceived it. Luſetta's father one day 


rebuked me ſeverely for ſome little 
tamiliarity which paſſed in his pre- 


ſence, and which ſhe did not reſent ; 
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I threw myſelf at his feet, confeſſed 

my love, and aſked her for a wife. 
The old man took his time to con- 
ſider of it, and finding me induſtrious 


and diligent, at length conſented; in 


ſhort we were married. I then 
thought myſelf as happy as man 
could be, and many moons paſſed in 
the tranquil enjoyment of mutual 


felicity. | 


« At the expiration of a time, 


however, my old madneſs returned, 
or perhaps I began to grow tired of 


perpetual labour. Lufetta was no 
leſs charming than before, but I was 


leſs loving; youth is fond of change, 
and I was young. I could not, how- 


ever, wound either her or myſelf, by 


the pains of parting and bidding 


farewell, ſo I left the cottage one 


morning at break of day, and ſet off 


towards 
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8 the ſummit of the Hills. 1 
now found, however, that I had not 
the ſame defire for ſolitude as for- 
merly, and after contemplating the 


matter a long while, I diſcovered 
that my heart was occupied by other 
paſſions, and that ſomething elſe en- 


groſſed my thoughts — Luſetta was 
always in my mind; and [I at length 


found out that I was — be- 


cauſe I had acted * 


“ Your 3 has ſaved your 
credit,“ ſaid Cozmin, finding the 
W pretended philoſopher pauſed, © and 
8 1 hope that conviction which you 
felt, operated ſufficiently on your 
mind to induce you to return imme- 
diately to your wife.“ 


* You are miſtaken,” replied the 


change warmly, © it had no ſuch | 


elfect. 
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effect, my mind was burthened—] 
diſcovered with what; but choſe to 
attribute it to want of courage and 


reſolution to proceed.” 


J am much ſurpriſed,” ſaid Nar- 
conah, at the feelings you expreſs, 
how could you refolve to abandon 
one, who you ſay loved you, and 
whom you pretend to have loved?” 


« The ſequel of my fiory,” ſaid 
the other, « if you will have patience 
to hear it, will convince you that 
good aroſe to myſelf, and to the 
world, from the apparent evil and 
injuſtice of which you are ſo ready 


to complain. 


CHAP. 


THE CREOLE, 


CHAP. III. 


CONCLUSION OF THE MECHANIC'S 


STORY. 


* il; PURSUED my long and fa- 
tiguing journey,” continued the nar- 


rator, over the mountains. I often, 


however, turned towards that part 
where I had left the cottage and 
| Luſetta, and then accuſed myſelf of 
want of firmneſs and true magnani- 
mity: I proved, notwithſtanding, that 
though young I was a real philoſopher 
—for I purſued my journey. Ah! 
ſignors, it ſeems as if fortune, for the 
benefit of mankind, had given me 


fortitude to PREY 3 
4 My 
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« My deſcent on the other fide of 
the mountains, was no leſs fatiguing 
and much more dangerous than my 
aſcent; the way was rugged and 
ſteep, and the yawning gulphs which 
frequently preſented themſelves, filled 
me with as much terror as a lover of 


wonders and adventure could poſh- 


bly wiſh for. In the midſt of the 


greateſt dangers, ſtanding on the 


edge of a precipice, or within view 


of ſome terrible beaſt of prey, I ſtill 


had in recollection, how worthy of 

a great mind it was to bear up 
againſt, and ſurmount thoſe dangers 
which threatened me. 


« At length, when I had eſcaped 
from them, I looked back with fatis- 
faction and ſelt-applauſe on the 
dangerous TR I had paſſed, and 

which 
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| which by many had been ſuppoſed 


impaſſable. 


« T enquired, and ſoon found my 
way to the hermitage I have men- 


W tioned to you. It was ſituated in a 


romantic and obſcure part of the 
valley; the entrance was entwined 
with young ſhrubs and trees, and 
before it lay a thick wood, which 
though it obſtructed the view of a 
fine proſpect, afforded of itſelf a 
beautiful and endleſs variety; the 
numberleſs ſpecies of trees and ſhrubs 
with which it abounded, might have 
ſatisfied the moſt curious enquirer; 
and the ſprightly appearance of this 
grand mixture, entirely deprived it 
of the gloomineſs and ſolemnity 
which is generally annexed to the 
idea of a thick wood. N. - "M0 


cc 1 


22 THE CREOLE. 


* To the right of the hermitage a 
verdant hill extended to a conſider- 
able height, and near the middle of 
it, from a fource which ſeemed to 
have been hid by art, by a clump of 
fine trees, iſſued a ſmall and chryſtal- 
line rivulet. | 


Jo the left, indeed, the proſped 
was of another kind—it afforded a 
moſt grand and extenfive view of 
the kingdom -of Algiers, and of the 
moſt beautiful river in the world. 


..* Fez has no fuch proſpects, and 
I thought the world could not pro- 
duce ſuch another. My eyes re- 
mained fixed for a conſiderable length 
of time, firſt on one fide and then 
on the other; and I believe my ad- 
miration would ſcarce ever have ſuf- 
fered me to depart, had not my 

| curiolity 
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curioſity led me to an examination 
of the hermit's cell. You fee, ſig- 
nors, that I truly poſſeſſed a philoſo- 
phic mind, even at this early period 
of my life, and though bred almoſt i in 
total nn, 


„I had, as I before obſerved, by 
my own application and induftry 
enabled myſelf to read romances, 
which had given me a reliſh for theſe 
beauties, and a love of adventures, 
as well as in fact for the line of life 
[ was about to purſue; my cell was 
as rugged within as the fcene was 
| beautiful without. The firſt appear- 
ance of it did not pleaſe me much; 
the top was overgrown and covered 
with moſs, but the ſides were bare, 
and apparently damp. The hermit's 
bed, which was a couch formed „ 
ings, 1 thought would ſuit me well 

enough, 
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enough ; and, altogether, I was very | 
well. ſatisfied with my new habita- 
tion. yy 


On examining the cell I found 
a dial, and ſeveral mathematical in- 
ſtruments. I ſet to work, and ſoon 
diſcovered their uſes. I improved 
upon every one of them. By theſe 
means I determined the ſun to be at 
- once the centre of gravity, and the 
centre of attraction. I was the firſt 
who diſcovered: the Solar ſyſtem, at 
- leaſt I was the firſt who underſtood it; 


others have taken the merits and 


honour of this diſcovery alſo. 


< Notwithſtanding all my ingenui- 
ty and capital improvements, lig- 
nors, I ſtill found myſelf uneaſy, be- 
cauſe I was ignorant of many things 
I wiſhed to become acquainted with; 
| Fit ns and 
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and with the natural reſtleſſneſs of 

youth, quitted my peaceful hermi- 
W tage, and commenced a long ſeries of 
f | travels for enquiry and improve- 


ment. 


« I ſhall not fatigue you with an 
account of theſe; ſuffice it to ſay, I 
have learnt all languages and ſeen all 

countries. In every land I viſited 1 
improved ſomething, but was always 
illiberally treated. 
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4 In Turkey, I invented chairs; 
but the people of that country abſo- 
lutely refuſed to improve the ancient 
| cuſtom of fitting like menkies on 
their haunches. 
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eln Spain, I was in great danger 


. 


W from the Inquiſition, for adviſing in- 
= icrmarriages with the French, where- 
Vor. II. =O | by 
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by a moderate ſhare of gravity and 
merriment might have been intro- 
_ duced. 


* In France, I offered plans for 
education, which would, had they 
been adopted, moſt certainly have 
changed, in the courſe of one gene- 
ration, the giddy frivolity of that na- 
tion into the moſt auſtere folemnity 

of appearance. L 


ce In Holland, I offered plans for 
aqueducts, and other machines, to 
carry off the ſtagnant waters of the 
fens—the States, however, refuſed to 

bear the expence, though the advan- 
tage promiſed largely, and thoug| 
the plan could not have failed of 
ſucceſs. 


« I ws 
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was condemned to death at 


Geneva, for recommending an alte- 
ration in the form of their govern- 
ment; but fortunately eſcaped from 
priſon by the . of my 
keeper. 


EIn other countries I was equally 
unſucceſsful, though n ingeni- 


ous. 


In England, there Was little to 
improve, for I found the people 
nearly as ingenious as myſelf ; hear- 


ing, however, they were mad after 


novelties, and gave great encourage- 
ment to foreigners in the metropolis, 


| made a conſiderable ſum of money 


there, by exhibiting myſelf, and ſome 


curioſities I had collected in the 


courſe of my travels. 
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« They are a ſenſible ſet of peo- 


ple, but are, notwithſtanding, eaſily | 


impoſed upon ; for the moſt part in- 
duſtrious and diligent, but ſoon in- 
toxicated with ſucceſs. Generally 
ſpeaking, the people of this country 
are the moſt happy from their cli- 

mate and condition of any I have 

ever ſeen. The poor are laborious 
and contented, except thoſe who in- 
terfere with the concerns of the go- 
vernment, when there is at once an 


end of ſubordination, order, and fe- 


licity. 


* 


« Having travelled from one end 
of the globe to the other, and ſeen 
almoſt all countries, I returned at laſt 
to my own, much diſappointed, it is 
true, but much wiſer alſo, which en- 


abled me to bear all my diſappoint- 
ments 


THE CREOLE. - 
ments and il-treatment with forti- 
tude. | 


The obſervations I made on 
men and manners were ſuch as 
ſuited the nature of my expedition, 
and I believe did me no diſcredit. . 
At length I returned to the cot- 
tage, the dear ſcene of retirement I. 
had left behind me. Luſetta had 
| often been in my thoughts during 
my travels, and among my other, 
improvements, I often longed for 
the time when L ſhould be able to : 
improve her by my learning and con- 
verſation. J 


-” 
| 


«© I found her unhappy. Her 
mother was dead, and her joy at 
firſt fight of me was near killing 
her alſo; her father thought ſome 

64 misfortune 


* 
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| misfortune had -deprived them of 
me for ever. 
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e I now returned, however, to a 
faithful wife, and it was next my 
care to ſeek my father—Alas ! he 
was dead. He had left me ſome 
money, with which I came to Fez 

in order to ſettle. My wife, who is 
ſtill alive, and myſelf, now lead a very 

happy life. I gain a good income by 
my trade and by teaching philoſophy. 
I have done with improvements, and 
F often reſolve to have done with 
mechanics too, for I meet with no 
encouragement. In ſhort, I am a 
man neglected and ill-uſed by the 
world; of this you may judge your- 

ſelves, when you ſee ſome of my in- 
ventions, which, if you think proper, 

ſhall be to-morrow- morning.” 
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CHAP. IV. 
— ö 
INFERENCES DRAWN FROM THE 


TALE OF THE EGOTIST. 


Wurn Cozmin and Narconah 
” faid 
the latter, © that this man's plans, 
which appear ſo ingenious, can have 
been rejected and deſpiſed ? It ſeems 
that he complains, not without rea- 
ſon, of the world, which has ſlighted 
his improvements, and neglected his 
abilities. 


ay What he has ſaid, may all of 
it be true,” replied Cozmin, © at 
leaſt I cannot at preſent prove it 
is not ſo; but he who boaſts much 
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© You have taught me to diſcri- 
minate between truth and falſhood,” 
ſaid Narconah; “ but why ſhould 
we doubt this man's veracity, becauſe 


his tale bears the face of impro- 
bability?“ 


% That reflection,“ replied Coz- 
min, © does honour to your heart; 


but the world is deceitful, and it be- 


hoves us to ſtand on our guard 
againſt thoſe who make it ſo. | 
mall be enabled to form a more 
decided opinion when he ſhews us 
the-works of his invention, which he 

has promiſed.” 


„ 
e Whatever may be the truth of his 


relation,” ſaid the Creole, I cannot 
conceive his merits apologize for 


his vanity. I ſhould imagine felt- 
== , praiſe 
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praiſe leſs and leſs admithble, as the 


praiſe of the world was more and 
more deſerved. 2 


Cozmin replied, © He who can 
ſurmount difficulties and bear mis- 
fortunes, from whatever motive, 1s 
truly great, whether it be from vanity, 
courage, or wiſdom ; the effect pro- 
duced is equally advantageous to the 
individual, though the cauſe may be 
leſs honourable and deſerving of com- 
mendation. | 


Great expeditions, and national 


works have been entered into, and 


great feats and cbnqueſts have been 


atchieved, the incitements to which 


have often been conſidered as va- 
lour or patriotiſm, whoſe real origin 


has been — or the love ef 1 


fame. 
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But if the world is eventual} 
benefited, it ſignifies little to the 
community, what has been the mo- 


tive from which that benefit has 
ariſen. 4 


„Men are often actuated by dif- 


' ferent motives to the ſame purpoſe; 
and with different principles, and 


õppoſite modes of proceeding, ſtill 


obtain the ſame advantage and the 


ſame end. 


6“ Thus different forms of religion 
have ſtill one tendency, all alike 
exciting virtue, and advancing the 
general good of mankind. 


The man whoſe hiſtory we 


have heard, has diminiſhed his own 


merit, ſuppoſing him to have poſ. 
ned all that he lays claim to, by the 
profuſe 
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| | profuſe egotiſm which he has diſ- 


played. This alone would have 


convinced us he was devoid of edu- 


cation. And though the merit of 
- aſpiring ignorance is great, the folly 
of arrogance and felf-praiſe 1s 


greater. 


Learning is the nurſe of reaſon 
and humility, as ignorance - is the 


ſource of vanity and folly—the more 
we learn, the farther we fee the 


bounds of knowledge extend, and 


the more humiliating becomes the 


opinion of our own intelligence. 
But ignorance is. ever forward and 


aſſuming, confident of ſuppoſed ex- 
cellence which it does not poſſeſs, 
and preferring its own opinion to 
the judgment of others; becauſe 
it ſees wiſdom extend no farther 
than the narrow limits which come 
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within the ſcope of its own con— 
ception. 


„The mechanic with whom we 
have converſed, and who boaſts ſuch 
uncommon powers of mind and 
ingenuity, we ſhall moſt probably 
find has outſtripped the bounds of 
truth; at leaſt we are juſtifiable in 
thinking ſo, becauſe he has exceeded 
the bounds of probability.” 


If that is the caſe,” interrupted 
Narconah, * I ſhall be cautious how 
I relate to Alcovan, on our return, 
the many ſtrange and ſurpriſing 
ſcenes. to which I have been witnels. 
Il can ſuppreſs the inclination of 
gratifying and aſtoniſhing others, by 
the account of what has gratified and 
_ aſtoniſhed me; but I ſhould be forry 
to have the truth of my relation 

doubted, 
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doubted, becauſe the incidents were 
extraordinary, or at firſt ſight impro- 
bable.” 


„lt is not natural to ſuppoſe - 


your account will be diſcredited,” 
replied Cozmin, © there is a manner 
of relating a ſtory which either 
ſtamps it with the form of truth, or 


almoſt decidedly * the face of 


| falſhood. 


« There is however a ſpecies of 


falſhood which many are guilty of, 
who in fact naturally have a ſerious 
| love of truth—this may poſſibly be 


the caſe with our mechanic: it is 
a deſire of exciting aſtoniſhment in 


the relation of particular events, 


true in themſelves, by ſuch em- 


belliſhments of addition and exag- 


geration, as ſcarce are juſtifiable, 
and 
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and ich ſo an alters the fag 
that it can hardly be conſidered as 
the ſame. 


« Though this is generally en- 
tertaining, it is often injurious, and 
there is certainly much evil ariſing | 
from the effect, though the guilt from 
unintentional injury is leſs. It is too 
common a fault amongſt mankind; 
and many who would bluſh at the 
fabrication of a falſhood, or even at 
the propagation of one, knowing it 
to be ſuch, are conſtantly and almoſt 
- Invariably guilty of this ſpecies of 
negative turpitude.. 


«. There is perhaps no breach of 
moral virtue which has ſo bad a 
| tendency as that of truth; and yet 
there are perhaps few perfections of 
the honeſt heart ſo little attended to. 

| =” Truth 
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« Truth and honour are the bonds 
of confidence between man and man 
they form the chain that binds 
ſociety together, which once broken, 


can never be ſo durably or artfully 
rejoined, but that it is ever liable to 


be again broken, when placed i in op- 
poſition to temptation,” 
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CHAP. V. 


FURTHER DISCOVERIES OF TRHE 
| MECHANIC. 


Wazcon AH no " AY be- 
lieve that any one could be fo ridi- 
culous as to ſpeak falſely, in order 
to gratify vanity, or any fimilar 
paſſion; and argued, that the crime 
muſt be equally great with more ſe— 
rious falſhood, ſince there was no 
temptation from -fear, or apprehen- 
ſion to excite or to excuſe it. 


After diſcourſing a conſiderable 
time they parted. The next morn- 
ing the mechanic performed his pro- 
miſe ; he ſhewed them ſeveral of his 

inventions, 
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inventions, in none of which Cozmin 
could diſcover the great marks of 
that extenſive genius which he had 

been taught to expect. He found 
ſome things ingenious enough, but 
none which he conſidered as worthy 

W the attention their * een by ©; 
claim. | 
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The mechanic, however, ſelf-de- 
ceived, continued to praiſe his own 
works. r 


* Here are,” ſaid he, “ the in- 
| ventions I have told you of; I have 
others which would occupy your 
time too much to examine—one, 
however, I muſt inſiſt on ſhewing to 
Hou. This, ſignors, is a moſt curious 
and complex piece of mechaniſm ; 
it is at once a moſt complete Sola- 
rium and exact Lunarian; with this 
machine, 


mee 


machine, which is entirely of my 
own invention, I can diſcover the 
longitude ; and with the aſſiſtance of | 
this, and other machines, I have no 
doubt of ſhortly — n 
al motion. | 
| 2 
J am, moreover,” * nas li 
the happy maſter and proje&tor of 
ſeveral i in N theorems. 


« The philoſophers of al coun- 
tries and of all ages have been pus. 
zled to determine what is the cauſe 
of winds; whence they proceed, and 
what is the reaſon they are ſometimes 
ſo violent, and ſometimes remain 
perfectly ſtill, and in a ſtate of quie 
tuge or ſtagnation. 


The reaſon, door, to me Þ 
evident. | 


«| 
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« Tt js very well known, for I have 


| certified the fact, that the atmoſphere | 


which ſurrounds our globe does not 
W move with the ſame rapidity as the 
globe itſelf upon its axis; and ſome- 


times remaining almoſt fixed, accord- 


N ing to the varying attraction of the 
ſun and planets, the reſiſtance which 


W it makes to the ſurface of the earth 


creates that ſenſation of oppoſition 
which we experience in facing the 
| air, while the earth is revolving with 


| ſuch incredible velocity againſt the 


| oppoſing and ſurrounding atmoſphere. 
zus the atmoſphere or air, ſometimes 
moving round with more or leſs ra- 
pidity, creates the ſenſation we ex» 
| perience, and commonly call wind; 
_ becauſe the earth never ceaſes its 
natural revolution, and continues al- 


ways nearly in the ſame velocity of 


| motion. 


« In 
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In order to aſcertain the fact 
of this theorem, which at firſt was 
merely a matter of conjecture and 
opinion, I invented a machine in a 
conical form, with large wings, bear- 
ing reſemblance to a ſcrew, and, 
when put in motion, appearing like 
the inverted cone of a whirlpool, 
with this I wound myſelf up into the 
air, on a day which was vulgarly 
called windy, but which I diſtinguiſh 
ed as a day of elementary oppoſition, 
ſuch as I have deſcribed. In ſhort, 
when I had arrived at a certain and 
convenient height in the atmoſphere, 
_ I ceaſed working my machine, and 
remained quietly ſuſpended, in order 
to make thoſe obſervations for which 

I] had undertaken my rial 8885 
- dition. 


c I yer} 
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very plainly perceived the 
| earth moving beneath me, and pre- 
ſently loſt fight of my own country. 
W | was, as may be ſuppoſed, very ſe- 
| riouſly alarmed, when I ſaw the night 
approaching remained in a ſtate 
W of terror and anxiety in the air all 
Y night. 


At laſt I ſaw the day again 
break, and in a ſhort time obſerving 
the progreſs of the earth, I beheld 
my dear and native land. I imme- 
diately lowered my machine, and 
landed fafely at home; ſignors, it 
was the firſt flying experiment I 
bare made —pleaſe heaven it ſhall 
be the laſt. I had determined my 
| doubts, however, and was ſufficiently - 
atified with the ingenuity of my 
theorem. Many great people have 
been to examine my flying machine; 

but 
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but ſuch is the ſenſeleſs incredulity 
of the age, that few believe me; and 
many, who allow me much merit 
have the aſſurance to ſay I have bor: 
rowed my ideas from a neighbouring 
philoſopher, who they call 7he Meet 
Man, and who they ſay is a won 
derful, though a ſilent genius. 


* Thoſe who allow me to be th: 
former, will not call me the latter. 
No, ſignors, I am no niggard of in- 
telligence, and delight in inſtrufing 
the ignorant and in benefiting man- 
kind, by aſſiſting the reſearches of 
the learned.” 


Cozmin, when the mechanic ceaſed 
to ſpeak, expreſſed an earneſt deſire 
to know who this ſilent philoſopher 
might be, that he heard ſo emphati 


cally diſtinguiſhed by the appell# 
tion 


a 2 
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W tion of The Meek Man; on aſking 
the queſtion, he readily obtained 
his direction, and immediately ſet 
off with Narconah to pay him a . 


W viſt. 
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CHAP. VL. 


| $ — ͤ 


THE TE$T OF. TRUTH AND Thy 
MEEKNESS OF GENUINE PHIL0- 


By the way they met one of the 
prieſts, and aſked bim for the direc- 
tion of the philoſopher, nominating 
him as their hoſt had directed I 
Meek or Silent Man.—The prieſt anſ: 
wered, that the philoſopher he aſked 
for was his neighbour; but expreſſed 
an earneſt defire to know what might 
be their bufineſs with one of his 
deſcription. Cozmin, bowing in ſub- 
miſſion to the queſtion, replied, that 
the fame of his talents had excited 
the preſent enquiry, as they wiſhed 
to ſee, and diſcourſe with, a man who 
bore 
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bore the reputation of ſuperior wit 


dom and virtue: 


Lad 


The prieſt ſmiled at this. reply. 8 
« The man you aſk for, ſaid he, has 


obtained celebrity, and no one knows 


for what; the fact is, he is dumb, he 


is therelifhe; no doubt, A Silent Man. 
As to his philoſophy, he lives in dirt, 


which poſſibly may have obtained 


him that honourable appellation. In 


yonder poor habitation, however, 


which you ſee afar off, 3 a man 


| worthy your attention; he is a ſub- 
| ject of extenſive information - and 


| good ſenſe, and truly deſerves the 
name of a philoſopher, If you 


| would ſeek for wiſdom, for know- 
ledge, and for ſenſe, turn thither 


your ſteps, and go no farther to bear 


the convincing arguments of The 


Silent Man.” 
Vor. in. | 8 . Cozmin 
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Comin and N arconah thanked 
him for his information and advice, 
and ſet off to the habitation of the 
| recommended philoſopher. As they 

proceeded to his abode, Cozmin 
delivered his ſentiments more fully 
on the character of the mechanic; 
he heſitated not to denounce him an 
impoſtor, and wiſhed his arrogance 
might ſome day fall under the lah 


of correction. 


Narconah was now thoroughly 
convinced of the falſity of his afſer- 
tions, and often by the way exclaim- 
ed, that the pretended mechanic was 
in his eye, beneath the order and 
notice of human beings. 


When they arrived at the habits 
tion of the philoſopher, the age and 
ſerious deportment of Cozmin readily 

gained 
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gained them admittance. They found 
him making ſome experiments in 
chemiſtry, which afforded great en- 
tertainment to Narconah, who eager- 
ly enquired into the properties of 
different preparations, and into the 
1 cauſes of ſeveral curious and beauti- 
ful effects which he ſaw produced. 


The philoſopher, whoſe aged face 
was diffuſed with a ſmile of benevo- 


the interrogatories of Narconah with 
preciſion and cheerfulneſs; he ap- 
peared pleaſed with the inquiſitive 
impatience of his youth, and ſeemed 
| to take delight in informing him, 
though his inſtruction was modeſt 
and unaſſuming, and his opinions 
were heſitating, and apparently un- 
decided. Such is the criterion of true 
wiſdom, which delights in the gene- 

; D2 ral 


lence and complacency, anſwered all 
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ral diffuſion of knowledge, and in- 
ſtructs others, even while ſeeming to 
be inſtructed. 


The deportment of the philoſo- 
pher was leſs dignified than that of 
Cozmin, and yet it was of that 
nature which was more likely to 
attract the veneration of a young 
mind; there was ſomething in the 
appearance of Cozmin which com- 
manded reſpect, but there was a 
benignity in the perſon of the phi 
loſopher which ſeemed rather to 
demand affe&tion. The white hairs 
which were ſcattered over his head 
engaged reverence; and the humility 
and ſimplicity of his manners, ſeemed 
to aſk for attention and regard. 


| Cozmin made ſome enquiries re- 
| . the hiſtory of the mechanic 
his 
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his neighbour, and aſked the philoſo- 
pher what was his knowledge of him. 


The old man ſmiled when Cozmin 
mentioned ſome of the heads of his 


ſtory. 


« With ſome alterations,” ſaid he, 
« you have heard the hiſtory of my 
life; the man of whom you ſpeak 
was formerly my . ſervant, he was 
uſeful to me, and I repaid his ſer- 
vices with confidence. Since that, he 
became acquainted with the fingular 
hiſtory of my life, which he recounts 
to every one as his own.” 

> Is it poſſible,” exclaimed Nar- 
conah, “ ſuch folly and depravity can 
exiſt? Is there in nature a being ſo 
deſpicable and ſo unprincipled! as 
you pretend?“ 
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% Such characters,” replied Coz- 
min, © it is to be hoped, are not in 
nature; they are the monſtrous births 
of Reaſon; degenerate in their ſpe- 
cies, and ſpurious when conſidered 


as the offspring of humanity.” 


. Perhaps his intentions may not 


be fo bad, as they muſt at firſt con- 
ſideration appear,” replied the phi- 
loſopher. I never had reaſon to 


ſuſpect his heart, though I had often 


cauſe to complain of his head.“ 


„ His heart muſt be bad,” ex- 
claimed Cozmin, © who wantonly 


| ſports with truth—there is an end 
of virtue when truth ceaſes to be 


held ſacred.” 


« It may be ſo,” ſaid the philoſo- 
pher, but I am willing tO put the 
8 mo? 
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moſt favourable conſtruction upon 
the actions of others. It has been 
the conſtant rule of my life, and 
though I have ſometimes been pu- 
niſhed by placing too implicit a 
confidence, I think upon the whole I 
am the better for it.” 


«© You are, no done, as happy 
then as you deſerve to be,” faid 
Narconah; © for I ſhould concewe 
that a virtuous old man, the actions 
of whoſe life, have been directed and 
governed by ſo benevolent a fyſtem, 
as that, by which you have directed 
yours, muſt look back with ſerenity, 
and ſatisfaction, upon the years that 
are paſſed, and look forward with 
tranquillity, and . to thoſe 
nich are to come. 


THE CREOLE. 


It is far from being as you def. 
cribe,“ replied the philoſopher. © The 
more defirous we are of acting right, 
and of being ſerviceable to our fellow. 
creatures, the more cautiouſly do we 
look back upon our actions, and the 
more circumſpectly do we examine 
the failings we poſſeſs, and the faults 
we have committed; in this caſe we 
always find enough to give us pain. 
Some men, it is true, are more deſi- 
_ Tous of diſcovering the frailties of 
others than their own; but ſuch 
ſeldom act with a right intention, 
and always with a wrong principle. 


* A right-thinking man 1s always 
more tenacious of his own good opi- 
nion, than of the opinion of the 
world; but there are thoſe who 
would ſacrifice every principle of 
honeſty for the world's praiſe, and 

: would 
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would ultimately barter their own & 
peace of mind, to ſecure the paltry 
gratification of the praiſe of others. 


« I do not mean from hence to 
infer that the opinion of the world is 
to be deſpiſed; a good name is a 
valuable and deſirable acquiſition, 
and is always worthy the attention, 
and grateful to the feelings of a good 
man; but no ſentiment of virtue, or 
action of honeſty, ſhould be ſacrificed 
in its attainment. 1 have heard of 
extremes on either ſide; one ſtriking 
inſtance of ſuch extremes, has fallen 
particularly under my own. obſerva- 
tion, which J will relate to you.“ 


* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


OPPOSITE CHARACTERS IN LIFE= 
THE STORY OF TWO MERCHANTS, 
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"Ix the city of Morocco lived two 
merchants, Aſkali and Benanor— 
they lived together as children in 
intimacy, and ſet out in life together 
with the ſame hopes and the fame 
proſpetts of good fortune and fuc- 
ceſs. But few examples can be 
ſhewn of more oppoſite characters 

and different modes of acting. Aſkali 
was a man calculated to maintain 
the moſt unſpotted character — his 
deportment was that of the moſt 


rigid virtue, his religion appeared 
enthuſiaſm 
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enthuf aim, and his name was ever 
unſpotted as his actions were pure. 


« He was frequently heard to 
declare, that he thought a good name - 
the moſt valuable bleſſing he could 
enjoy, and knew no facrifice too 
great, nor any undertaking too ar- 
duous, to ſecure to himſelf the attain- 
ment of this deſirable end. | 


_« Theſe principles which he held 
forth to the world, he felt in his 
heart—it was true, there was no 
facrifice he would not have made to 
obtain and ſupport an unblemiſhed | 
name. 


The motives which actuated 
this pride of character, were diffe- 
rently thought of by men differently 
diſpoſed. The good - natured and 
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unſuſpecting, eſteemed him as the 
moſt valuable and virtuous of men; 
and the moroſe and ſuſpicious, con- 
ſidered him as a man poſſeſſed of a | 
better name than either his actions or 
intentions deſerved. | 


* Thus, however, he paſſed on 
quietly through life, few ſuſpecting 
his virtue, and none impeaching his 


integrity. 


« Benanor, as I before obſerved, 
was of a diſpoſition widely different 
from his neighbour — his manners 
were auſtere, ill-humoured, and un- 
ſociable — his ſociety was ſeldom 
therefore ſought, but by a few indi- 
viduals of his own ſtamp, and ſome 
who prized bluntneſs above the 
courteous addreſs of flattery, and 
ſimplicity above the ſuſpected deſigns 
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of 
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of ſervility. His actions were fre- 
quently ſuch as aroſe from the ſug- 
geſtions of the moment; for he ſeldom 
allowed himſelf time to reflect Wwhe- 
ther the firſt impulſe was right or 
wrong, but acted in immediate obe- 
dience to every paſſion as it aroſe. 
Proceeding on ſuch a principle, 
it is to be ſuppoſed he often pro- 
ceeded erroneouſly—his motives were 
then unfortunately miſconſtrued by 

the world, and what aroſe from want 
| of thought, was attributed to want 
of honeſty. 21 


His general character from 
hence being ſtamped by prejudice; 
his principles were always miſ⸗ 
repreſented when he acted right, 
and exaggerated when he atted 
wrong. 


« Such 
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ſociety. 


in order to enhance the value of his 


little employment in his occupation, 


when confined to a middling ſphere 
of life, the ſphere to which their 
powers are particularly adapted ; but 


2 5 2 RW = MSIE 
——u— — — ee er nn nn — — "s — oP; 


« Such is the danger to be ever 
apprehended from difregarding the 
opinions of the world, and neglecting 
the common forms and cuſtoms of 


Few individuals truſted their 
effects in the hands of Benanor, and 
Aſkali was among the firſt to con- 
demn the conduct of his neighbour, 


own. The former therefore found 


while the latter was rapidly advanc- 
ing his fortune. 


: | Contrated minds are often 
viewed in an advantageous light, 


great characters and ſtrong minds 
- mv 
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are ſometimes concealed in the ſame 
EZ mediocrity, till accident calls forth 
the latent ſpark of genius, and bring- 
ing it into proper light, gives force 
and energy to its natural * and 
vigour. 


« Tt was thus with our merchants 
—Aſkali, whoſe mind, though na- 
turally ſtrong, was contracted by 
certain paſſions, and tainted by cer- 
tain peculiarities, which would lead 
him to every 'exceſs,—was not caE 
culated to ſhine in any other ſphere 
than that in which fortune had 
placed him. In a higher walk of 
life, the integrity for which he had 
now gained credit, would, if pure, 
from the greater influence and force 
of temptation, be more liable to 
ſuſpicion ; and therefore, if in any 

N 1 4 R way 8 
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way corrupt, more liable to detec- 
tion. 


« The rough honeſty and ap- 
parent openneſs of Benanor, if it 


could ſtand the teſt of temptation, 


was well calculated to paſs the 
ordeal of malice, and to maintain 
the poſt of honour—his mind, which 
was equally ſtrong as that of Aſkali, 
was equally marked by ſingularity; 
but it was a ſingularity unconnected 
with any vicious propenſity, and 
which could therefore tend to no per. 
: fon” s injury but his own. 


> The Fr as have ſtated. 


73 = The fair and | unſpotted cha- 
racter maintained by Afkali in the 
city of Morocco, at lenge” became 


the topic of converſation at the 
| court. 
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court. It was ſaid that Aſkali had 


amaſſed a large fortune by traffic, and 
that no man could be found who 


would ſpeak to the diſadvantage of i 


his honour. 


« So extraordinary a character 


could not fail to excite general ap- 


plauſe, and general curioſity. The 


Emperor ſent for him, and having 


| held converſations with him at ſe- 

| veral interviews, at length placed him 

n an employment of truſt, profit, and 
3 importance. 


" It is not to be wondered at 


that Benanor, who was the neigh- 


bour of the other, and had ſet out 
as | before mentioned with the ſame 


proſpects, ſhould now. be noticed alſo 
| by the world, and at length brought 
before Selim as a man the moſt 

y ns. 
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directly oppelite in life and cha 
rafter to the perſon whom he had in. 
truſted with the management of ver) 

important affairs. 


« Notwithſtanding the prejudices | 
which exiſted againft Benanor, and 
the air of chagrin with which fre 
quent croſſes and diſappointments 
had marked his countenance—there 
was ſomething in his fimplicity and 
addrefs which excited intereft, or at 
leaſt attention. 


»* "The Emperor, on his being in. 
troduced, was forcibly ſtruck will 
his appearance; he had been taught 

to expect a different ſpecies of ad- 
dreſs, and never had before ſeen fraud 
and duplicity approach him in 6 
natural and e x4 a 
form. 


« The 
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« The Emperor, you know, is a 
man of foreſight and judgment—he 
thought he read the characters in the 

faces of men, and conceived he ſaw 

a very ſtrong and remarkable one in 

| the face of Benanor ; he therefore 
© reſolved to try how far the reports 
| he had heard were true, or how far 
he could truſt in future to his own 
| opinion in judging of mankind, and 
| their vices and virtues, by the ſo fre- 
| quently deceitful index of the coun- 
| tenance, | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


* 


HOW FAR DIFFERENT SITUATIONS 


AFFECT DIFFERENT MINDS 
THE | STORY OF THE TWO MER- 
CHANTS ENATINELY: 


"In purſuance of the pln he had 
conceived, the Emperor proceeded. 
—To the aſtoniſhment of all the 
courtiers, he placed Benanor ina 
ſituation of equal importance to that 
of Aſkali The nobles about his 


perſon ſaw the advancement of the 


latter with ſilent envy ; but the exul- 
tation of Benanor excited their open 
clamours and reſentment. It was 
natural, therefore, that they ſhould 


ſet themſelves as ſpies upon the ac- 


tions of theſe men ; and this was 
preciſely 
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preciſely fulfilling the wiſhes and i in- 
tentions of the Emperor. In the 
mean time he was aware he could 
not depend upon their evidences 
alone; becauſe their actions and re- | 
ports could not fail to be dictated 
by malice. He therefore employed 
perſons qualified for, and well tried 
in, the offices of ſecrecy, to watch 
and report their actions 11 proceed- 
ings. 


| © While this was doing, difſen- 
| ſions and quarrels aroſe perpetually. 
between the courtiers and new fa- 
vourites; which were often occa- 
fioned by the roughneſs of Benanor's 
manners, and which all the artifices 
and affected humility of Aſkali could 
not prevent; the Emperor's autho- 
ty, however, was more than once 
"ORE 
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neceſſary to reſtore tranquillity to 


te court. 


a The public conduct of Aſkal, 


however it might want for ſpirit and 


energy, was ſuch as afforded neither 
opportunity for cenſure, nor even 


room for ſuſpicion); notwithſtanding 
which, various reports were fabrica- 


ted by his new enemies, which were 
induſtriouſly circulated till they 
reached the ears of the ſovereign— 


all of them, however, proved inert; 


his conduct, which he defended with 
great judgment, though with great 
warmth, appeared, on examination, 
fair and open; and he was ever 
ready to anſwer, as he was ſure to re- 
fute, the accuſations of his adver- 
ſary. * =_ 


« The 
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0 The proceedings of Benanor 


were different; his actions were, in 
reality, as open and undiſguiſed as 


| the others appeared; and though he 


did not attempt to refute thoſe who 


wrongfully accuſed him, they refuted 


themſelves, by the intemperate heat 


and evident malice of their accuſa- 


tions. At length a charge of a 
very ſerious nature was preferred 
was him. 


5 He was . of having miſ- 


uſed the hand of power and autho- 


rity, for the ſecret purpoſes of rapa- 


ciouſneſs ; and of having been cor- 
rupted by the proſpect of immenſe 


profit, to ſpoil a wealthy kane 


of his . 


When he was brought forward 
to take his public trial, his coolneſs 
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, | * * un mn raiſed the aſtoniſh- | 
ment of every one. | 


« The accuſation excited his in- 
dignation rather than his apprehen- 
1 ſion; though he teſtified neither 
_— the onenor the other. 


* When he entered upon his de- 
fence, it was ſuch as amazed his au- 


ditors; it was not eloquent, but it 
vas nervous and manly, and though 
it failed to carry conviction to his 
judges, who were partial and pre- 
judiced, it aſtoniſhed and confounded 
his _—_— 


1 _ Notwithſtandin g this, the proots 
5 brought againſt him were thought 
ſufficiently convincing, and he was 
condemned to die. 


66 On 
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n hiv rein bs priſon he was 
hooted by the multitude, who, miſled 
by falſe appearances, and long de- 
ceived by the rough manners of Be- 
nanor, which they had miſtaken for 
pride and arrogance, had conceived 
an equal degree of averſion to his 
adminiſtration and his perſon. 


* Thoſe who act in high offices 
always make enemies; and our ene- 
mies are more buſy to infult and in- 
jure us, than our friends are to aſſiſt 
us. 


* The downfal of his coadjutor 
was a ſubject of great triumph and 
felicity to Aſkali ; who, however, 
had not long time allowed _ for 
exultation. 


Vo I. II. c Scarce 
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« Scarce had his former equal 
been thrown into priſon, than their 
mutual enemies, finding with what 
facility they had overcome the one, 
determined to try the force of ſtrate- 
gem againſt the other. 


They made it, therefore, their 
buſineſs to diſcover ſome principle 
of action which they could prove in- 
jurious to the honour of the Emperor; 
or ſome action itſelf, which, by mil- 
repreſentation, they could render 
criminal in the eyes of the popu- 
lace. ns 


60 In this, to men determined on 
ſuch a plan, there could be no great 
difficulty. The actions of men, how- 
ever guarded by prudence, or di- 
rected by right intentions, are never 
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{o cautiouſly and conſtantly attended 
to, but ſome flaw may be found, or 
ſome opening diſcovered, if not for 
the conviction of poſitive ill, at leaſt 
for the negative bad intention of neg- 
. 

« 'The difference of evil ariſing 
605 bad intention, and evil ariſing 
from neglected duty, is in many caſes 
not to be diſtinguiſhed. Some ſtate, 
perhaps, or ſome individual, may 

ſuffer the ſame misfortunes from 

either; but to aſcertain from which 
ſource thoſe misfortunes ariſe, is a 
taſk often too difficult for the narrow 
com prehenſion of 1 man. 


* » 
* 9 
* „ 
1 * 4 
F a * * - . 4 ” 1 an * pg 7 2 - _ 7 
2 * 77 n A r 8 7 - _— —"— * n - 
*; Wy 1 nn os * IT. - ” Fo OT : pid e AY en = e 1 on he _— p . . * wg N 
88 —— „ X al. 4 it. 3 Fed Ix. 2 WIR 3 r — CS EI. Tg n bs —_— 
EA af 2 * ne. F er AS A 4 fe. _ _— oy. Gate "HOES ne + a+ — 1 N 7 — wo q n n 5 6 - . At ao © 
: 7 x Fall? 2 a N E Pr; 2 Win of n 9 „ as, — & — - = 8 
e 22. +4 -> DOA WS My, Elk 1 5 <MW. - - 8 88 1 d £7 . ” 5 * 2 — — — — N 13 
4 = — 22 "x p a WI OE 2 8 WW" * Ih - 2 * LR 
dee p 8 28 1 a be , bk 2 4 F * 2 8 r : \ TIN A >a x S109 ANN; 5 | Ss > „ 
: JI. E — rn 1 r „ r 


Rt 22 ; = 05 4 3 WA - | _—_ Fa I * 
EL Se, tc Fo HS; . 5 ; . 1 8 3 
n 1 2 WO * * 2 or 28 fl n * ”— 2 2 r = NEIL 9 (ng - e 2 — RE oe ro LEES „ be 
— 2 wi , 5400; © gat Yes Yo po © I 1 * 82 1 EE 3 22 5 1 1 8 L r -B — 
2 * 5 | k S 3 ay. ra. * 8 y i b l N = 3 2 * — La = =_ 


n as in 4 
She, ow + ik. YI Sod 2 
*. p 5 y 2 
A Wn KOI I 3 e e 
a 4 N ba” 6 2 42 1 8 2 (> . 
1 N 8 „ Der. — 


__— 
— 
LIES 
9 


Thus every one, ak is intruſted | 
with the affairs of others, from 
the moſt trifling occurrences of the 
world to the moſt important offices 
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of confidence, ſhould be conſtantly 


careful leſt any neglect of duty 
ſhould draw upon his actions the 
obliquy of bad intentions. 


« Aſkali, whoſe actions I have al. 
ready deſcribed to have been directed 
by prudence, was, however, at length 
found unable to withſtand the temp- 
tation of — power. 


©. Thoſe of the court finding with 

what avidity he ruſhed into every | 
ſcheme that appeared likely to be- 
come profitable, determined to attack 
him on that ſide on which they found 
the powers of refiſtance moſt weak. 
They therefore hired a man of 


tried. ſecrecy, in order to ſeduce 


Aſkali 1 his duty. 
« This 
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This man, who was a Spaniſh 

renegado, and paſſed by the name 
of Kalaſrin, was of a daring and re- 

ſolute diſpoſition one who deemed 
bimſelf oppreſſed by the world, and 
rejected of fortune, becauſe he had 
never uſed any juſt means to ſecure 
to himſelf the favours of either. 


Kalaſrin accordingly preſented 
| himſelf before Aſkali—he faid he 
vas come on buſineſs of importance, 
and required a private conference. 
This being granted on the part of 

Aſkali, the ſtranger proceeded to in- 
form him he was ſent thither by the 
court of Spain, on a confidential bu- 
ſineſs, which he could never commu- 
nicate to any one but ſuch as would 
ſwear the moſt profound and invio- 
lable ſecreſy: he farther added, that 

his plan afforded the moſt brilliant 
3 F 
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proſpect of advantage, and would be 
worthy the attention of the firſt noble 
in the land. e 


Birte Aﬀkati readily ſwallowed the 
bait ſo artfully prepared for him; 
he liſtened with attention and delight 
to the preface of Kalaſrin, and 
thought, after having heard his pro- 
poſal, if the plans offered for its ex- 
ecution ſhould not appear perfect) 
feaſible, and equally advantageous as 

the promiſe, he might ſtill reject the 
proſecution of it, on condition of the 
pn ſecreſy. 


2 Kalaſrin having urged ſo much, 
departed, appointing an early hour 
on the ſucceeding day for their next 
meeting ; when they might enter 
more fully and more deliberately into 
the ie 1 
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CHAP. IX. 


SEQUEL OF THE STORY OF THE 
TWO MERCHANTS. | 


* KaLasRN now returned to 
his employers with the account of 
his proceedings and ſucceſs, and 
Aſxali long after his departure, con- 
tinued muſing on the glittering proſ- 
pect, which he * he ſaw | 
before him. | 


The next morning the renegado 
returned, and gained a ready audience 
of the dupe of his artifice, who now 
bound himſelf by the moſt ſacred 
ties to preſerve a profound ſecreſy 
on the ſubject of his communica- 
tions; theſe were ſuch as tended to 

E 4 _ eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh his reſolution and to ſtrength: 
en his hopes. 


“ His objections were eaſily re- 
moved by the inſidious reaſonings of 
Kalaſrin; and he agreed to furniſh 
every intelligence reſpeCting the ſtate 
of the country, that could be re- 
quired from his induſtry and vigi. 
; lance by the Court of Toon. 


x; Haven * all W ar- 
rangements they again parted. 


The enemies of Aſkali had ſoon 
ſufficient documents of his guilt in 
their hands, and waited only a favor- 
able opportunity to bring them for 
ward-to his confuſion. 


« Afkali often conceived an idea 
that he * might be an im- 
| poltor, 
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poſtor, and was as often tempted to 
fly to the Emperor, and diſcover the 
whole proceeding. 


The hopes of gain, however, 
acted as his evil genius upon this 
occaſion, and deterred him from diſ- 
covering the buſineſs. 


It happened during ſome con- 
troverſy, that a ſlight difference of 
opinion between our merchant and 
a young noble, drew from the latter 
an oblique hint reſpecting his con- 
duct in the particular already re- 
cited, by which it appeared evident 
to Aſkali, that his treacherous nego- 
ciations were detected by his ene- 
mies, : : 


His confuſion, which was evident 
on the occaſion, afforded infinite 
3 ſatisfaction 
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fithfattion to the young courtier, 
who imprudently repeated the hint. 


% Aſkali immediately left his com- 
pany, and returned home; he there 
ſhut himſelf up in his apartment, and 
was heard to walk to and fro with 
hurry and precipitation, and to ſtamp 
the floor with violence and fury. 


« All the pains he had taken, and 


all the ſacrifices he had made in the 
attainment of a good name, he now 
ſaw ſink into their natural colours of 
deceit, and all the golden proſpetts | 
of future felicity, and the brilliant 
hopes of honour and happineſs he 
had formed, he beheld vaniſh from 
before him, like the idle chimeras of 
a any, or the airy fantaſics of a 
dreamer. 1 K 
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5 He looked back on the paſt 
actions of his life with remorſe and 
ſorrow, from the recollection of 
events that had been occaſioned by _ 
the abſurd ſacrifices he had made, 
and the malevolent artifices he had 
uſed; and when he ventured to look 
forward, felt all the dread of public 
ſhame and infamy, and the agony 
ariſing from the expected ſcoffs and 
merited reproaches of the world. 


« A mind, whoſe happineſs is 


fixed on the poſſeſſion of wealth, 


may be acutely wounded by diſap- 
pointed hopes, but may look for- 
ward to future reſources; whereas, 
by one which reſts the dependence 
of its happineſs on fame, the deſtruc- 
tion of the favourite object can never 
be ſurmounted. 1 
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„ Mankind are led on by fall 
hopes, as travellers are led aſtray by 
vapours in the night, and when that 
goal, which has been conſidered as 
the ſummit of earthly felicity, is at. 
tained, the fruſtration of imagined 
bliſs is more or leſs felt, according to 
the methods that have been uſed.in 
arriving ſo far on the journey. Thoſe 
who have ſecretly ſacrificed honour 
or honeſty to gain poſſeſſion of for- 
tune or fame, muſt feel in the ſevereſt 

* manner the overthrow or diſappoint- 
ment of their wiſhes; but thoſe 
| whoſe actions have ever been direct 
ed by virtue, are better qualified to 
ſupport misfortunes, becauſe they 
are armed againſt them by conſcious 
integrity, and by peaceful reſignation 
to the will of heaven. 
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\« *A fall, whoſe actions had all been | 
directed by ambition in every ſtep 
through life, had all along employed 
himſelf in concealing evil rather than 
in doing good; and he now felt 
every deed that preſented itſelf to 
his recollection, with the horrors of 
diſappointment rather than of guilt, 
and repented of them only becauſe 
they had failed in the ſucceſs he ex- 
pected, and not becauſe he was con- 
vinced of their bad tendency. 


« The agony of his mind would 
probably have driven him into ſome 
violent exceſs, had not a ſudden 
thought ruſhed into his mind, that it 
was ſtill perhaps in his own power 
to reſcue his name from infamy— 
| to ſilence the inſolent inſinuations of 
his adyerſary, and by one blow to 

575 revenge 
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ever its apparent purity. 


calm; yet was it leſs the calmneſs of 
tranquillity, than the reſolute rmneſs 
of determined deſperation. 
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than he reſolved to put it into exe- 
cution. The ſame night he departed 
privately from his houſe, laid wait 
for the young noble already alluded 
to, and watching his opportunity, 


off all farther negociation with the 
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revenge his honour, .and preſerve for 


«© The thought no ſooner pre. 
ſented itſelf than he became inſtantly 


* Aſkali FR no ſooner wrought 
his mind to his diabolical purpoſe, 


plunged a poniard into his breaſt. 
He then flew home, ſecretly exulting 
in his ſucceſs, and reſolved to break 


Spaniard. 
« The 
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« The next morning, however, he 


was ſeized and carried to priſon. 
The young nobleman had not died 
on the ſpot, as Aſkali had imagined, 
though he had received his death- 
wound; on being conveyed home, 
his firſt care had been to accuſe his 


aſſaſin, whom he had noticed and 


recogniſed on his firſt approach. 


The guilt of the laſt action was 


no trifling addition to the horrors 
which tormented the mind of the 


delinquent. In fine, he was ſhortly 


after tried on account of the murder, 
and condemned to die. j 


« On. thy fans day, and in the 
fame hour, Benanor, his former com- 


panion in childhood, and his preſent | 


companion in adverſity, v was to ſuffer 
with him. 


« The 
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= The concourſe of people was 
immenſe. The fatal bowſtring was 
already applied, and the ſignal from 
the Emperor, who attended, ſeated 
on a throne, was awaited in profound 


ſilence by the multitude. 


At the inſtant when every eye was 


turned towards the throne, and every 


breath was ſuſpended in expectation 

La man of a reſpectable appearance 

darted from the crowd, pale and 
gaſping for breath, who puſhing pre- 


cipitately through the guards, threw 
himſelf at the Emperor's feet. 


* The eye of every one now re- 
verted to him; and every ear was at- 
tentive to diſcover the motive which 
could prompt ſo raſh and extraordi- 
nary an intruſion. 


« At | 
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At length be ſpoke, and be- 
ſought the Emperor to delay a ſhort 
time the execution, and then pro- 
ceeded :— 


« He ſaid he had been employed 
for many years under an opulent 
merchant in the city, but that having 
in his ſervice ſaved a conſiderable 
property for the proviſion of his 
children, the merchant his employer 
had watched his growing indepen- 
dence with envy, and by artifice, 
fraud, and violence, had entirely de- 
ſpoiled and robbed him of it; that in 
order to have juſtice done him, he had 
applied to Benanor, who not only 
on examining the buſineſs, obliged 
the offender to make reſtitution, but 
had alſo made him pay a very conſi- 
derable ſum in addition, to expiate 
the injuſtice of which he had been 
guilty, | 
| 8 
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« He farther added; that on re. 
ceiving his property he had been to 
Algiers, from whence he was juſt 
returned to hear the unhappy tidings 
that his friend and benefactor was 
about to ſuffer death, from miſrepre- 
ſentation of the benevolent and juſt 
a& which he had done. 


The Emperor having heard his 
ſtory, deferred the execution, to exa - 
mine into the truth of it. | 


An fine, Benanor was acquitted 

with honour, and raiſed ſtill higher 
in the buſineſs of the ſtate, and in 
the confidence and good opinion of 
the people, and the unfortunate 
Aſkali—unfortunate in his vices— 
received the puniſhment due to his 
perfidy and his crimes. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. X. 


on THE OPINIONS FORMED BY 
"MANKIND OF EACH OTHERS Ac- 


TIONS. 


Tur Philoſopher ceaſed 4 ſpeaking 
and waited for the reflections he ex- 
pected from Cozmin and the youth. 

Narconah was the firſt to exclaim— 
| He thought the Philoſopher was un- 
reaſonably diſguſted with the world, 
and pictured the actions of men with 
a pencil ſharpened by diſappointed 
hopes. His deſcription of the in- 
trigues of a court was too ſtrongly 
marked by prejudice ; and he could 
not believe that men were in gene- 
tal ſo bad as he deſcribed, or that 
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any being could exiſt, ſo depraved 


in nature and principle as Aſkali. | 


| Cozmin gently reproved his impe- 
tuoſity ; he ſaid. “ he had no doubt 
that a longer acquaintance with the 
world would change his ſentiments ; 
that at preſent his benevolent op 
nion of mankind, which ſhone ſo 
conſpicuouſſy, was unimpaired by 
experience of the frauds, and the 
conſequent diſguſt ariſing from an 
intercourſe with the world ; and that 
though ſimple nature now ſpoke in 
him the dictates of reaſon, yet fatal 
experience would teach him to 
conſider the world as it was regarded 
by the Philoſopher—as a great ſcene 


of fraud and folly, in which few 


could be found whoſe hearts were 
uncorrupted, and had eſcaped the 
We 85 malignant 
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malignant contamination and ſeduj- 


tion of vice.” 


« Fur be ie from mess Mid + the 


Philoſopher, © to entertain ſuch an 


opinion of mankind ; from the few 


obſervations I have made, I have 


earned to conſider the world in a 
better point of view. I have ſeem 
men of all the different qualities of 


heart. I have tried to diſcover the 


proportion of good and evil, and am 


ultimately of opinion that there i8 


in nature much more inherent vir- 
tue than vice. I have never met 
with any man fo vitiated, but he has 
had ſome good quality to excuſe, 
if not to recommend him; nor on 


| the other hand, have I ever known 


a man entirely blameleſs. But thoſe. 
who view mankind on the ſurface 
only, muſt infallibly err in judgment, 6 


while 
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while thoſe who ſearch the heart, wil 
find the ſeeds of virtue, however 
choaked in their growth by error, 
which have only wanted culture and 
attention to nouriſh and bring them 
to maturity.” 


% At the ſame time that you hare 
reproved, you have not convinced 
me, replied Cozmin. It is not the 
buſineſs, nor within the capacity of 
every one to ſtudy the human heart. 
It is too complex for the concep- 
tion of ſome, and too extenſive in its 
variation for the time and attention 
of others. We generally judge of 
men by their actions; I will allow 
too frequently we do ſo.— But by 
what criterion can we judge, with ſo 
much appearance of juſtice, as that 
by which we would ourſelves wiſh 
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a It is certainly true, that the ac- 
tions of men are generally guided 
and directed by the heart, and the 
heart always either by the paſſions or 
the reaſon. It is theref 
| tural, you muſt allow, tò 
the world from its predominating 
principle, and to imagine that thoſe 
who act in immediate obedience to 
paſſion, muſt always aA without 
guile.— That muſt be true, for in 
thoſe burſts of paſſion we diſcover the 
real heart, and paſſion 1s not ſo of- 
| ten the effect of generous reſentment, : 
as it is of malignant and ſelfiſh indig- 
| nation.” 3 


mo Precept has aſſured, and expe- 
nence has tau ght us,” reſumed the 
Philoſopher, © that your obſervation, 
though founded on principles gene- 
ally received, is yet founded in error; 
| which 
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which you muſt pardon me for fay. 
ing, ſpeaks a principle of prejudice, 
1 am convinced your argument is not 
juſt. Mankind, I am ready to allow, 
act in general either under the in. 
fluenc&&F paſſion, or with the guid- 
ance of reaſon ; but there are refine. 
ments of prudence and cunning, | 
which though they proceed very 
differently from the heart, often re- 
ſemble, and produce nearly the ſamg 
effects as reaſon on the conduct.“ 


“ There are numerous other feel. 
ings which bear a ſtrong reſemblance 
to certain paſſions, and which may 
readily be miſtaken for them by thoſe 
who do not look deep enough to diſ- 
cover the fraud; but on this part of 
te ſubject I am unwilling to dwell. 

It is the dark ſide of human nature, 
to which we are all apt enough to 
| turn; 
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turn but there is alſo a bright ſide, 


to which thoſe muſt lean who wiſh 


to enjoy lite. 


" Amongſt other paſſions that may 
be miſtaken, is the paſſion of anger. 
Anger is like madneſs, and if not 


ſeaſonably ſubdued, may become as 


violent and deſtructive as the malady 


which it reſembles ; but if curbed 
and kept within proper bounds, it 


may, on certain occaſions, be per- 


| mitted to break forth, when it may 
alone be the overflowing of an ho- 
neſt and indignant heart.” 


And are you of opinion,” inter- 


rupted Cozmin, that the paſſion of 
anger can ever be diſguiſed?” 


| * not diſguiſed, it can eaſily be 
ubdued,” replied the other, © the 
Vol. 11. F preſence 
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preſence of a ſuperior alone will be 
a ſufficient check to rage; though, 
at preſent, I was only ſpeaking of 
the effect which reaſon may produce, 
by cooling the natural heat of tem- 
per, and preventing it from running 
into exceſs.” 


«© I am ready to acknowledge 
now,” replied Cozmin, © what few 
can ever be brought to allow ; you 
have firſt confounded, and then al- 
moſt convinced me. I will, there. 
fore, adviſe my young friend to take 
more time than I did, before he 
forms his opinion of the world; for 
my own part, I have long lived ſe- 
cluded from it, and when [I left it, | 

abandoned it in diſguſt.” 


« I pity, though I do not enquire 
into your misfortunes,” ſaid the Phi- 
loſopher; 
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loſopher ; . © the cauſes muſt have 
been ſevere, that could drive a mind 
like yours, into a miſtaken and 
wretched principle of miſanthropy.” 


« You miſunderſtand me much,” 
rejoined Cozmin, © I left the world 
with diſguſt, but not with abhor- 
rence—condemning the madneſs of 
my own actions, and unhappy be- 
cauſe I had then Joſt all hopes of 
earthly felicity. . 


* 2 _ CHAP. 


THE CREOLE. 


CHAP. XI. 

= 
TRUE CONTENTMENT SELDOM 10 
BE FOUND. 


Naxrconan, who had liſtened 
attentively to the converſation thus 
far, now interrupted his friend ; he 
entreated him to forbear reflecting 
on a ſubject which muſt neceffarily 
give him pain, and immediately ad- 
verted to the ſtory of the two mer- 
chants, and made ſeveral natural 
and judicious reflections on their 
characters and fate. After this, the 
converſation turned on happineſs, 
the ſubject with which they ſet out, 
on which each delivered his ſentiments 
at length. Narconah faid, © Since 


my acquaintance” with the world, 
which 


THE CREOLE. 101 


which has been but ſhort, I have 
tried to diſcover the ſecret ſprings 
and ſources of happineſs. I find 
ſome happy in an imagined ſuperio- 
rity over others, and ſome bleſt 
with viſionary felicity, which has 
ariſen from different cauſes ; but all 
men, when cloſely queſtioned, have 
ſome hidden caufe of diſcontent. 
| Thoſe, however, I have found moſt 
happy who are moſt deceived ; and 
believe the ignorant more fortunate 
than the enlightened, as they have 
tewer wants, and thoſe are more 
eaſily gratified. But I think I have 
now diſcovered one who is more en- 
lightened than moſt men, and there- 
tore more likely to obtain the neceſ- 
fary qualifications for happineſs.” 


«] have already ſaid,” replied the 
Werten « that I am not happy, 
"> happy 


3 
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happineſs is not the tenant of the 
earth ; but they are neareſt to it who 
can look forward with calmneſs to 
futurity. The untoward and adverſe 
events of life, are fortunate and 
well-directed leſſons of wiſdom ; they 
wean us from a world we ſhould 
otherwiſe grow too fond of, and per- 
haps are the beſt warnings to pre- 
pare us for a happier abode—I can- 
not fo well complain of the loſs of 
happineſs, as of the want of it. I have 
lived near ſeventy years in the world, 
I have travelled through various 
countries, and endured various cli 
mates, and all my wanderings and 
all my wiſhes, have been directed to 
the ſearch of a friend. 


c In this ſearch I have examined 
the heart; and in learning to be too 
nice an obſerver, TI have learnt to be 

miſerab e. 
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miſerable. . My ideas of friendſhip 


have ever been romantic, and 
when it was too late to repair, I 


diſcovered my error. I ſtill, how- 


ever, went on, and looked forward 
to hope, till it is now too late in life 


to expect that, which, to obtain and 


to give, ſhould be the work of 
many and well- tried years. 


« ] have never found a friend. 


Jo ſay, therefore, I am happy, 


would be to belie the power who 
has refuſed the only bleſſing which 
could make me truly * 


* The Philoſopher now ceaſed 
his viſitors ſaw a painful emotion 
working in his heart, and prudently 


thinking it "beſt to leave him, bade 
him farewell, and haſtily departed. 
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The old man followed them to the 
door of his habitation, and hid 
his face with his hands as he re- 
turned. N 


« How is it,” faid Narconah, as 
they walked on, «© How is it, that 
among all whom I have met, I have 
ſcarce ever yet found any one con- 
tented ? 25 


* Your ſimple queſtion is eafily 
anſwered,” replied Cozmin, though 
I cannot ſo readily fay, why, when 
the cauſe of diſcontent is removed, 
the effect is not removed alſo. Con- 
tentment is the greateſt of all bleſ- 
ſings, fince no bleſſing can be en- 
joyed without it. It is the funda- 
mental baſis of that happineſs which, 
though beyond the reach of man, 1s 


for ever in his view and in his 
| thoughts; 
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thoughts; though few, when they 
have reached that goal where they 
have ſuppoſed it to abide, have 
found themſelves in poſſeſſion of the 
treaſure which was placed as, the 
boundary of their withes. 0 
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„ The poor man, however poets 
may feign him contented on his bed 
of ſtraw, and enjoying in rural ſim- 
plicity his humble lodge and homely 
| fare, provided nature has given him 
a mind, and powers furniſhed with 
thinking faculties, is ſtill envious, in 
ſome degree, of the great or the rich 
man, whom he ſees lolling in the lap 
of indolence and eafe, and enjoying 
without fatigue, the comforts and 
the pleaſures of the world. 
S © In aſcending through all ranks 
| of ſociety, the ſame opinions preyadls . 
1 and 
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and the richeſt man wants rank, or 
the man of rank wants riches. 


« Such is the lot of man, and 
thoſe, as you have this day ſaid, are 
neareſt to happineſs who know the 
leaſt, and whoſe wants are confined 
to the narrow extent of their Know: 


| ledge. 


« Happineſs and contentment are 
for a better world than this. 


But what think you of the man 
from whom we have juſt parted ?” 


LI think of him,” replied Nar- 
conah, as I have before thought 
of others, though certainly ſome- 
what better. He poſſeſſes all the 
powers of argument, but ap 


pears to have derived little comfort 
: Vines 
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himſelf from thoſe arguments by 
which he can convince others; 
for, after all, we find he is not f 


happy. N e 


« His opinions are ſuch as would 
almoſt reconcile us to the world, 
and teach us to love it, till we find 
the fallacy of them, by the little 
eſſect they have produced on him- 
ſelf.“ | 
* And yet,” interrupted Cozmin, 
| © till the queſtion relating to his hap- 
pineſs was aſked, his appearance 
was that of tranquillity and inward 
peace of mind.” 


True,“ replied the Creole, and 
for that reaſon, as I now find he is 
uneaſy in his mind, I am convinced 
that his argument was juſt—that we 

F 6 ſhould 


108 HE CREOLE. 


ſhould not judge of men by exter- 
nals only, nor indeed pretend to 
form any opinion of their hearts, till 
we are thoroughly acquainted with 
their minds.” 


THE CRE OLE, 


© CHAP. x. 


ON THE NATURAL EQUALITY OF 
MAN. 


Th EY now returned to their 
lodgings at the houſe of the me- 
chanic. | 


Having ſtayed ſome time longer 
at Fez, and having ſeen every thing 
in that city, worthy of their notice 
and attention, they continued their 
journey. , The new ſcenes which 
had been preſented to the view, and 
the new ideas which had opened on 
the mind, of Narconah, proved an 
inexhauſtible ſource of converſation 
and reflection to him The obſerva- 

5 tions 
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tions that fell from Cozmin, on recur- 
ring to different ſituations, were ſuch 
as tended to enlighten his under— 
ſtanding and to improve his heart. 


His own remarks were the effu- 
ſions of nature they always ſpoke 
purity and benevolence, and though 
often averſe from the opinions of 
the world in general, were ſuch as 
evinced ſuperior virtue, though 
ignorant of the ways and deceits of 
men. | 


After having ſeen a city of ſuch 
extent and population as Fez, it 
was natural that Narcongh ſhould | 
be led to enquire by what regula- 
tions it was poſſible to preſerve : 
tranquillity and order among fo large 
and diverſified a body of people. 


To 


—— 
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To this Cozmin anſwered by 
explaining the principles of govern- 
ment, and by entering in a curſory 
manner into the laws and political 
ſyſtems of nations, and the regular 
gradations in the orders of ſociety, 
which form the great chain from the 
monarch to the peaſant. 


Narconah, prompted by the dic- 
tates of reaſon and the warmth of | 
genuine philanthropy, exclaimed in 
| the voice of nature, that he could 
not conceive what power could exiſt 
of ſufficient ſtrength to give ſuperio- 
rity to one rational being over ano- 
ther—nor could he imagine what 
conſtituted the diſtinction he heard 
ſo much of, between what was ſtyled 
the man of rank, and the man of 
n and nn S any 


25 
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„ To explain the propriety of 
this,” replied Cozmin to his queſtion, 
« muſt be the work of time and 
labour; but conviction of the ne- 
ceſſity of it, muſt be the reſult of 
your own ene and obſerva- 
tion. 


« There is no doubt, that in the 
beginning of the world, when men 
were all innocent, that they were all 
equal; but the ſubordination of ſocie- 
ty has ariſen not from the combina- 
tion of one multitude againſt ano- 
ther, but from the miſconduct of 
certain individuals towards that 
ſociety. 


« As evil diſpoſitions muſt be 
found among men, it is neceſſary 
that laws ſhould be made to check 


the progreſs of evil, and to bring 
* thoſe 
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thoſe to puniſhment whoſe actions 
are bad, and whofe minds and in- 
clinations are diſpoſed to vice. 


« Thoſe therefore who had ſpent 
along life in the habits and practice 
of virtue, were the men appointed 
as the moſt proper to make ſuch 
regulations as would preſerve peace 
and order, and thence aroſe ſupe- 
riority; and from conſequent re- 
ſpect and ſubmiſſion, followed obe- 
dience and ſubordination. 


The next circumſtance to ſu- 
perior virtue, that tended to place 
one man above another, was ſuperior 
valour.— This, in the atchievements 
of conqueſts, or the exertions of 
| fortitude, was ever deemed a quality 
of ſufficient commendation to diſtin- 

_.- +. a_ 
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guiſh thoſe wo were weppy enough 
to poſſeſs it. 


« But 9 is perhaps one thing 
which has been more effectual in 
eſtabliſhing ſuperiority and ſubordi- 
nation than either of thoſe which 
we have hitherto mentioned. Wiſ⸗ 
dom, taken in all its latitude, has an 
evident ſuperiority over either vir- 
tue or valour. Virtue may be accom- 
panied by wiſdom, and indeed vi- 
tue is itſelf wiſe; but, unhappih, 
wiſdom in the more ample ſenſe of 
the word, need not be virtuous to be 
ſucceſsful. _ 2190.6 


EMS Superior virtue commands af. 
fection from the good, and reſpect 
from the bad; but ſuperior wiſdom, 
comprebending an extenſive know- 

. lledge 
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ledge of mankind, commands reſpect 
ven from virtue itſelf. e 


« Tt were a happy circumſtance 
for mankind in general, if the good 
only could attain wiſdom, but it 
has been otherwiſe ordained, and 
the more minutely we obſerve human 
nature, the more we. ſhall be af- 
| ſured, that the good being the leaſt 
ſuſpicious, have the leaſt knowledge; 
as they are leſs aware of the evil 
| defigns of others. | 8 


© Thoſe who have the advantage, 
are the men who have the moſt 
worldly wiſdom. Brilliant talents, 
from the deceitful powers of lan 
guage, may be miſtaken by the un 
wary for wiſdom; but the crafty 
deligns of worldly cunning, can never 


be 
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be miſtaken by the wiſe, for the 
honeſt ſimplicity of virtue. 


Thus it appears that wiſdom, 
or if you will, worldly cunning, 
has the upper hand, not only over 
vice, but over virtue itſelf; and as 
that is the caſe, it is not to be 
wondered at, that corruption has 
crept in among the ſtates of men, 
and that ſubordination has encreaſed 
in proportion to the ſuperior wit, 
or cunning, that one individual has 
poſſeſſed above another. 


“% There is one more reaſon | 
ſhall adduce, why different ranks 
ſhould be preſerved ; it is a reaſon 
that muſt be convincing, becauſe 
it is natural, and muſt ſpeak to the 
plaineſt ſenſe, becauſe it is the lan- 
guage of reaſon. _ 

« What 
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« What I allude to is the pro- 


perty, and the reſpeCtability which 
parents leave to their children. 


# 


« Unleſs perſonal vanity operated 


very ſtrongly, it would be a poor 
| encouragement to induſtry, or in- 
| genuity, if a man was to imagine 
that all his endeavours would tend 
to no future good purpoſe. There 


are not many who, from a pure love 
of their fellow-creatures, would ſa- 


criice a whole life to the reſearches 


| of learning and philoſophy, had they 
not encouragement from the idea 


that their progeny would reap the 


benefit of their labours, and enjoy _. 
atter them the fruits of their in- 
duſtry, and the honour of their 


virtues. 


„Now, as induſtry, ſtudy, and 


ingenuity muſt be ſuppoſed to ob- 


tain 


ds — ak, Hips a” ” 
LICHS I. r 
IE Be 99 = 


n 


1 4 dan © 
bg a - 5 "en * — 


# 
| <9 
* 
# 77 
* 
. 
Bl = 
7 
8 
1 
1 
0 
1 
18 
+ 
wh 
Rl 
LR 
4 2d 
1 
4 
© 


. virtues or his talents, and if not his 


duce of them. 


from the beginning muſt have or: | 


lents of ſome kind, it is but juſt 


endeavoured to prove the perfet 
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tain wealth and honour; it is na. 
tural to imagine every father muſt 
with his offspring to inherit his 


virtues and talents, at leaſt the pro- 


« Seeing * hence, that wealth 
ginated from virtue or ſuperior ta- 


that wealth ſhould have its due re- 
ſpect; and when we view a rich idiot 
we ſhould only lament that his en- 
dowments are not equal to thoſe 
which we may very well ſuppoſc 
to have been e by his an- 

ceſtors. | 


» By what I have ſaid, I have 
propriety of the diſtinction between 


ciety 
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ciety — much more might be ſaid 
on the ſame ſubject; but you will 
find in the end, that the neceſſity for 
this ſubordination, in the organized 
functions of civilization, is ſtill more 
| ſtriking than even the natural and 

acquired right of ſuperiority.” ? 
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CHAP. XIII, 


THE TRAVELLERS ARE STOPT BY 


THE WAY. 


enn replied when Cor- 
min ceaſed ſpeaking, © From what 
you have ſaid, I may be allowed to 
believe that all men are naturally 
equal, and that the diſtinctions among 


them have ariſen from a real ſupe- 


riority, either in talent or virtue, or 
ſome other direct and viſible cauſe. 


IJ am therefore ſatisfied that ſubor- 


dination muſt reaſonably exiſt, though 
I cannot ſo entirely approve of here- 
ditary honours, as 51 do of hereditary 


wealth. ” 


Honours,” replied Cozmin, 


* cannot be hereditary—titles and 


nominal 
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nominal diſtinctions may; but it is 
virtue alone which can enſure re- 
ſpect.” N 


In a ſhort time they reached the 
ſkirts of the city. As they walked 
on, their attention was arreſted by 
an old man, who lay by the way- 
| fide, and had the appearance of fo 
much dignity, united to his great 
age, as could not fail to excite the 

compaſſion of the two travellers. 


They ſtopped and regarded him for 
ſome time in filence. The old man 
was blind, and was ſo enfeebled by 
age, and oppreſſed by travel, that he 
had ſunk beneath the load of his 
years and his afflictions, and was 
unable to purſue his journey. 
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A little boy ſat by his fide, weep- 


| ing becauſe they could go no farther 
and becauſe he could ſupport the 
old man no longer. 


7 


The blind man, who knew not 
that any one was near, after a ſilence 
of ſome minutes ſaid, Pedro boy, 
T ſhall die here, and thou wilt ſee me 
buried, I doubt not; perchance ſome 
friendly paſſenger will help thee. 


make my grave, and lay my withered 


body in the earth; and thou wilt 


ſing thy hymn to the virgin, or the 


ſong which I taught thee in Ande- 
luſia, as thou ſheddeſt a tear, and 


covereſt my grave with flowers.” 


The child ſobbed ſo he could not 
anſwer, tillthe old man, aſking hm 
to ſing his ſong, he recovered himſeli 


enough to do ſo, though his voice 
 faultered 
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faultered, and the tears continued to 
flow. The ſcene was intereſting, and 
laid firm hold on the attention of the 
travellers; the child ſung ſweetly, 
and the melody of his ſong was un- 
affected and beautiful. 
The old man wept too, while 
Pedro was ſinging. It is ſeldom that 
age weeps, for the many. afflictions 
of a long life generally exhauſt the ©. 
| b * 
fountain of tears, even if they do not == 
blunt thoſe nicer feelings of the > 9 
heart which cauſe our tears to flow; "I 
this was known to Cozmin, who 
| therefore conceived that it muſt be 
ſome very heavy affliction which had 
fallen on the old man. 


Nel was equally affefted with 
the ſong, but was more moved by 
the plaintive voice of him that ſung 
= "6&2 it, 
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it, than by the ſubject which they 
could not comprehend. 
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= They entered into converſation 
Ty 4 immediately with the blind man, 
1 aſked him his ſtory, whither he was 
going, and if they could in any way 
alleviate thoſe diſtreſſes which ſeemed 
to o overwhelm him. 


« Your purpoſe is benevolent,” 
ſaid the old man, © but it is beſtowed 
on an unworthy object. I was going 
over to the kingdom of Morocco, 
and on to the mountains which ſepa 


rate it from Billedulgerid. | 


« T have heard that my daughter, 
my unhappy child, was there; ſhe 
Was wayward, but ſhe was unfortu- 
1 nate; and when the object of reſent: 
' 1 3 ment ſuffers, all reſentment dies. * 
1 ; 10 
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But 
hall 
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[ ſhall never Co: her more, for I am 
told ſhe's mad, and wanders in 
range habiliments about the coun- 
try, a poor forſaken lunatic; ſome- 
times ſhe goes among the Moors, 


but generally lives in ſolitude, or hides 


among the. rocks, or fits on the 
rightful precipice. I was going in 
ſearch of her, but have fainted by 
the way. Since ſhe left me I have 


loſt my fight. Had I been blind 


before, ſhe would not have aban- 


doned me. This boy is now the only 
prop of my declining days. I fhall 
never be able to reach her no, 5 


heaven will ſpare that laſt Pang to 
an e father!“ 


63 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


NARCONAH MEETS WITH A 
SERIOUS LOSS. 


Cozuld bid the blind man be of 
good heart, and at that moment per- 
ceiving a hut at ſome diſtance, offer- 
ed their aſſiſtance to convey him 
thither. 


He replied, that he wanted no 


ſhelter, that the heavens had often 


lately been his only covering; and 


that ſhame and miſery had rendered 


him callous to the inclemency of 


| ſeaſons. 


At that moment the wind waved 


his few remaining white locks, and 


the 
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me heart of Narconah was pierced, 
to ſee the miſerable ſtate of a fellow 


creature, 


The old man added, that his only 
care was for the ſafety of his boy, 
who. had followed him from pure 
attachment, through all Spain, and 
| had been his ſupport and his com- 
 forter, when every hope and every 
other comfort was denied him. 


“ Unhappy man,” ſaid Cozmin, 
„have you no hope in heaven?” _ 


I have no hope,” replied the 
other; © for the ſhort time I have to 
Ive is inſufficient to expiate by the 
| ſevereſt penance, the fins that are on 
my head.” 


G 4 © Four: 
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„ Your crimes,” exclaimed Coz. 
min, ſtruck with horror and aſtoniſh. 
ment, Your crimes muſt be great 
indeed; ſince they are paſt forgive. 
neſs.” 


« Be ſilent,” ſaid the old man, 
calmly, © all is dark without, and all 
is gloomy and terrible within. The 
horrors of guilt oppreſs me; go your 
ways in peace, and leave me to my 
ſorrows and myſelf.” 


As he ſaid theſe words, a ſhudder 
came over him, and his countenance 
fixed, but intelligent, ſpoke, without 
the language of the eyes, the inward | 
emotions of his ſoul; at length his 
features relaxed of their ſeverity, and 
he ſaid—* Pedro, when I am dead, 
what will become of thee ? 


« Near 
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« Near my heart, thou wilt find a 
crucifix and a letter. If thou loveſt 
me, and will -take with thee a poor 
man's bleſſing, reſt not till thou haſt 
found my child, my poor loſt daugh- 


”” | 


ter. 


Then addreſſing himſelf to Coz- 
min—* Stranger,” ſaid he, © thou 
wouldſt pry into my thoughts, and 
my ſorrows ; it ſo, learn that thou 
ſeeſt before thee a murderer. It 
was my wife, my innocent wife!“ 


The laſt ſentence was as a ſhock 
of electricity to Cozmin; the blood 
forſook his cheeks, and, without 
ſpeaking, he turned to the city, and 
fled haſtily towards it. Narconah 
had been too much intereſted in the 
forlorn figure before him to regard 


bis friend, nor was it till Cozmin had 
| G 5 been 
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been ſome time gone, that he per. 
ceived he had departed. 


On looking around, however, he 
ſaw him afar off, and ran forward 
with all poſſible ſpeed to overtake 
him. But the years of Cozmin had 
not debilitated him; he was ll 
muſcular, and the hardy life he had 
for many years led, enabled him to 
bear up againſt hardſhip. and fatigue, 
and to accompliſh his preſent flight 
with eaſe and rapidity. _ 


5 The ſelf-accuſation of the old man 
had worked too ſtrongly on his feel- 
ings; it was condemnation to his 
own. heart; it was the key to his 
afflictions, which opened and let 
looſe upon him all the torments of 
guilty and tormenting recollection. 


The 
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The combination of painful and 
goading reflections, which at that 
moment overwhelmed him, had de- 
prived him inſtantaneouſly of his 
ſenſes, and driven him in an emotion 
of deſpair, from the being who had 
torn the falve from his wounded 


| heart. 


Narconah's purſuit was fruitleſs, 
though he called him aloud by name, 
and ran all with the ſpeed of which 
he was capable. Cozmin entered the 
city, and was inftantly loſt in the 
crowd. The Prince wandered till 
the evening in anxiety and agita- 
tion, till he ſaw a man ſitting by the 
door of his habitation, working and 
ſinging with apparent glee; he ap- 
proached and enquired, if he had 
ſeen ſuch a perſon pu as he de- 
icribed Cozmin. 


«6: The 
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The fellow anſwered that he had 
not, and went on ſinging; the young 
prince then told him he had loſt his 
friend, the only friend he had, and 
begged his aſſiſtance. The artificer 
laid down his work, and ſaid, it that 
was the caſe he was welcome to his 
Htouſe, and that he ſhould have the 
beſt aſſiſtance he could give. Narco- 
nah entered, deſpairing of ever again 
finding his unhappy friend; he 
was entirely at a loſs to gueſs the 
cauſe of his flight, though he per— 
ceived an emotion excited in Coz- 
min, when the other ſpoke of his 


daughter. 


He could not comprehend his 
motive for abandoning him in the 
world among ſtrangers, and of which 
at preſent he knew ſo little. 


He 
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He thought himſelf fortunate, how- 
ever, in his preſent ſituation; the 
artificer treated him kindly, leſs from 
the hopes of reward, than the real 
benevolence of hoſpitality. 


On deliberate reflection, Narconah 
thought it moſt probable that his : 
' friend would return to his old habi- 
tation; and therefore reſolved to ſet 
howard that way himſelf. 


He had fortunately obſerved the 
road as they came, and cautiouſly 
noticed the ſpot where the hermit 
had formerly lived. 


He accordingly ſet out after return- 
ing his thanks, the only payment he 
could make to the tradeſman, for his 
n and kind treatment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


NARCONAH PURSUES HIS JOURNEY. 


Tun mind of the Creole was 
agitated by a thouſand painful and 
melancholy reflections as he pur- 


ſued his ſolitary journey. Youth, 


which is moſt elated by bright 
proſpects of happineſs, is alſo moſt 


deſponding and moſt eaſily dejected 


in diſappointment. The wiſe leſſons 
of patience and reſignation, which 
had been inſtilled by Alcovan and 


 Cozmin into the mind of Narconah, 


proves of how little utility is precept. 
Alt is impoſlible for youth to learn 


experience from the experience of 


others. 


8 Age 
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Age, may read wiſe lectures on 

misfortune, but unhappily age cannot 
foreſee the exact circumſtances that 
may attend diſappointment, in the 
various ſhapes in which it preſents 
itſelf in the voyage of life. 


The advice of wiſdom may teach 
caution to a young mind, but cannot 
ſupply that fortitude, or rather that 
inſenfibility, which is neceſſary to 
make it bear up againſt misfortune, 
or to meet it without feeling its. 
leverity. 


Narconah was of a diſpoſition 
not formed readily to forget miſ- 
fortune, and the ſenſation being now 
more painful from its novelty, gave 
a turn to his thoughts which ac- 
corded but ill with the hopes of 
Cozmin to introduce and reconcile - 

him 
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him to the world. Beſides natural 
propenſities, and the common effects 


of diſpoſition, there was another 


cauſe which operated forcibly on 
Narconah. It has been a wiſe 
maxim in the education of childhood, 
to endeavour to ſtrengthen the mind 


and fortify it againſt the bad effect 
of ſubſequent evils, by enuring it 


early to trifling and childiſh * 
pointments. 


To do this without injuring the 
heart, has been found by thoſe who 


have ſtudied infant nature, a talk } 
of ſkill and difficulty, but when pro- 


perly managed, there 1s no doubt 
that very good effects may ariſe from 


it. The Creole had been bred 


with no ſuch caution—he had been 


taught the powers of reaſoning na- 


turally, and on natural ſubjects, but 
5 
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zs he had known nothing of the 
world, he had of courſe heard no- 
thing of its evils and its diſappoint- 
W nfs ci! 7 


He now found himſelf a forlorn 
and unknown wanderer among men, 
and in a wide world he knew ſo 
little of, and of which, from what 
he had already ſeen, he was by 
no means inclined to form a favour- 


able or happy opinion. 


He concluded that in a place 
where he found almoſt every one 
| diſcontented, and all complaining 
of the miſeries of human life, there 
muſt be ſomething really amiſs, 
and from his own recent misfortune 
in the loſs of his only friend, he 
thought the complaints he had heard 

were 
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were not poſſibly without good foun- 


dation. 


When he made this conjecture, 
however, he did not draw any poſi 


| tive conclufion, but felt himſelf in- 


clined to purſue his enquiry as he 
went on, inwardly believing, how- 
ever, that he ſhould find no reaſon 
in future to change the diſadvan- 
tageous opinion he had formed of 
the world he had viſited, and the 
people who inhabited it. 


Thus in rumination, no leſs pain- 
ful than ſerious, he journeyed {lowly 
on; and the evening crept upon him 
when he had ſcarce loſt 1 8 of the 


ny of Fez. - 


It was now time for him therefore 


to think ſeriouſſy of procuring his 
night's 
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night's lodging, and he puſhed on 
with more ſpeed, hoping to reach 
ſome cottage or place of ſhelter before 
the night clofed. upon him. 


He recollected, however, that on 
his going to Fez, in company with 
Cozmin, they had kept very little in 
the high road, and on coming to a bye 
path, which he thought he remember- 
ed, he turned and continued his way. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


NATURAL REFLECTIONS OF NAR- 
CONAH—THE FOREST. 


TEE moon roſe in beautiful ſplen- 
dour, the night was unclouded and 
ſerene, and the ſtillneſs rendered 
more ſtriking by the partial inter- 
ruption of the breeze, tended to ſooth 
and tranquillize the agitated mind a | 
Narconah. 


” * 32 . _ 
n N 23 
—— —— 2 A . „575 rr 


Af A number of pleaſing ſenſations, 
= the never-failing attendants of hope, 


4 crowded on his imagination; the 
=_ _ conſideration of ſoon again ſeeing 


his friend Alcovan, the father, the 


inſtructor of his youth; and the = 
0 


THE CREOLE. . 
of re- finding Cozmin, afforded infi- 
nite ſatisfaction to his feelings and his 
heart, and gave ſtrength and anima- 
tion to his feet. 


Having ſtrayed a conſiderable way 
through various incloſures and ſmall 
woods, it at length occurred to him, 
that he was poſſibly purſuing a 
wrong road; ſeeing however a thick 
wood before him, he thought on its 
verge he might probably find ſome 
habitation, and therefore hurried on 
towards it. 


He had till now been too much 
occupied in mind to think of his 
bodily fatigue, and the ſolitarineſs of 
his journey, added to the filence of 
ſurrounding objects, had cauſed no 
inclination to fear or apprehenſion. 


Nor 
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neſs, though without apprehenſion; 
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Nor had he, on recolleCting him. 
ſelf, any ſenſation of that nature; but 
was alone anxious, becauſe in loſing 


his way, he ſhould be wandering 
farther from his friends and his 


home. 


On reaching the borders of the 
wood, he found all lonely and ſtill; 
but thinking he perceived a path, 
entered it immediately. 


He was deceived, however, in his 
conjecture ; the path which he hoped 
he had diſcovered he ſoon loſt, and 
he wandered on, in a foreſt growing 
at every ſtep thicker and more intri- 
cate, and conſequently darker, as 
the moon was more obſcured. 


He therefore went on with eager- 


and 


TEE ones Bs. 


and thought not of returning, till 


he thought alſo it might be equal- | 


ly laborious to return as to ad- 


vance. 


At length, after forcing his way 


through the woods, he arrived at an 


open piece of ground. On this ſpot 


the moon ſhone reſplendent and 
beautiful; a ſolemn ſtillneſs reigned 


around, and the fleeting clouds, which 
tranſiently obſcured the orb of night, 


ſeemed to interrupt, without diſturb- 
ing the ſerenity of the ſcene. The 
place in which Narconah now found 
himſelf, was a plain, cloſely ſurround- 


ed with trees, and overſpread with 


the richeſt verdure. In this ſpot, ſo 


well adapted to the tranquillity of 


peacetul thought, Narconah ſtopped. 


Marking 
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Marking the ſerene beauty of the 


night, his heart felt the fineſt emo- 


tions of natural veneration, though 
his limbs now firſt felt the pain of 
fatigue; he therefore ſat down be- 
neath a large tree, facing the moon, 
and began to ruminate on the bright 
luminary before him. 


He pondered over the various al. 
tronomical lectures of Alcovan, and 
the various leſſons of virtue and re- 
ligion of Cozmin; though, when he 
entered on theſe deep ſubjects, 1 
threw a damp upon his former feel 


ings. 


He had learned the moſt intricate 
paths of ſcience, and all he had ever 


learned had ſerved only to convince 
him, more and more, of the inſignift- 


Cance 
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cance of human intelligence; and 


yond certain limits, that comprehen- 
deemed all. knowledge beyond that 
naturally reach, muſt be ſpeculative 
and conjectural; and this idea root- 


ing itſelf in his mind, laid the firm 


wards proved nearly inſurmountable 


N barriers to his . and his 
it Peace. 


When we contemplate in ſilence 
and ſolitude, the ſtill and penſive 
beauties of a moon: light ſcene, there 


ſenſibly on the mind, that are the 
moſt pleaſing, though ſometimes 


while he admired the wide compre- 
henſion of man, he lamented that be- 


ſon could not extend. He therefore 


to which the human intelle& could 


— — 


foundation of opinions, which after- 
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the moſt perplexing we can expe. 
rience. . 


When we behold the great lamp 
of night ſuſpended in the heavens, 
the contemplative mind is naturally 
led to conſider the wonderful unifor- 
mity, and order, of the ſyſtems and 
planets, which poize the juſt balance 
in the great ſcale of creation. 


The next ſtep is to the ſource of 
this uniformity. In a heart untutored 
but by nature, and which has known 
no other director, the enquiry ſhould 
ſtop, long e'er it comes to this. 


We may admire the wonderful 
works of nature, we may contem- 
plate the abundant proofs of an all- 


* Hand, without poſſibly a 
cribing 
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cribing them to their right ſource. 


But farther than human ſight ons © 


teach, or human underſtanding can 


comprehend, we ſhould not attempt 
to go— beyond is a labyrinth foll of 


doubt and perplexity. 


Cozmin 1 ſomewhat abruptly f 


entered on the ſubje& of futurity 


with Narconah. The youth, in the 
tuation juſt deſcribed, was now re- 


lecting on that important ſubject; 
as his mind revolved in perpetual 


| perturbation, he was continually diſ- 


treſſed, becauſe he could form no 
conjecture, nor connect any idea, to 


the ſuppoſition of a en ſtate of 
cxiſtence. 


In purſuit of this ſubject the mind 
s ſoon loſt—the chain of ideas may 
be carried to an immenſe length; 

H 2 1 but, 


1 rn " 1 7 * = 4 Ry Y = OY TYP - OR q 1 * * * 
22. ˙AAA ͤ ͤ—1112 es bs err torn oo OI a + oe . 
* e 3 . 2 


P 
Io 1 * as 2 by * * P 0 


>” wy 


= OE 5 — ** 
N io $a 
„ 
3 A = a 
Lan IS oe 


* nnr — os l 8 8 1 * — 

L N o . hk TR" \ 8 . + $, o a : CLOSET Wy > > ROY 3 4 a —_ — K — „ 2 bf — 
0 , a - * 428 * 4 1 1 8 = R 7 n — — * of - py 
2 . 6 of A FE; 4 * N een Lan . o = 263. of TY 8 n 1 * * 
nnr > * 4 , 1 P « fa. RM — p — 8 * 

a * Ar . 8 N by oy © dah . * 4 Ss . = — 

— Ya 4 bY 12 * K 4 g 

W 2 . 


1438 THE CREOLE. 


but, if too far diſtended, it will 
break. No end can be found to 
eternity. It is like the point of : 


compaſs, which, in deſcribing : 


circle, returns often to the place 
from whence it ſet out, but can 
never find an end. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


THE FOREST ADVENTURE. 


IN the midſt of theſe refleCtions, 
Narconah was ſuddenly interrupted 
by a noiſe, which ſeemed to proceed 
from no great diſtance, and which 
approaching towards him, he dif- 
covered to be the trampling of horſes; 


preſently be heard a faint voice in a 


tone of ſupplication, which was an- 
ſwered by one harſh and threaten- 
ng, and he leaped on his feet, uncon- 


ſcious and fearleſs of danger, to aid 


a being whom he conceived was in 


diſtreſs. 


He was ſcarcely riſen, before two 
horſemen darted from an opening in 
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the thicket, and purſued their; journey 
on full ſpeed acroſs the plain, where 


they were almoſt inſtantly loſt on the 
other nde in the woods. 


Narconah ſtood ſome time in ſilent 
aſtoniſhment, till his attention was 


again rouſed by the voice of ſorrow, 


from the ſame ſide he had before 
heard it; but appearing to be now 
much nearer. In an mſtant he per- 
ceived three armed men following 
the direction which had been taken 
by the horſes, and forcibly dragging 
a youth with them, who appeared 
incapable of making much reſiſtance. 


Narconah readily conceiving the 
youth in queſtion to be the perſon 
whoſe voice he had heard, ſtepped 
haſtily and inconſiderately forward, 
in n order to render him aſſiſtance. 


The 
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The ruffians, now for the firſt time 


perceiving him, ſtopped in their ca- 


reer; two of them abandoning their 
captive, immediately ſeized the Prince, 
and, without ſpeaking, hurried him 
forward. Reſiſtance was vain againſt. 
armed men, and he ſuffered them to 
lead him on, ſtill wondering where, 
and in what manner, the adventure 
would terminate. 


As they paſſed on, the thickneſs of 
the woods perpetually incommoded 


them, and the youth behind ſunk of- 


ten to the earth, oppreſſed by fatigue, 
and overcome by apprehenſion. 


— 
. 


At length, after traverſing the 
foreſt a conſiderable time, every one 
preſerving a profound ſilence, they 
arrived at another open ſpace of 


| Found, from which the trees and 


We: DIO 
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ſhrubs had all been cleared away. 
The woods around it were almoſt 
impenetrable, except by the ſingle 
path from which they had entered. 


Narconah had ſcarce inclination 
to view the proſpect which now pre. 
ſented itſelf. 


On lifting up his eyes, however, 
he beheld a ſtupendaus edifice, on 
which the moon, now far declined, 
ſhed but a partial and: interrupted 
light; he, however, plainly perceived 
they were approaching a caſtle, and 
on a ſhort ſtop of his captors, he 
had curioſity, notwithſtanding his 
_ © apprehenſion, to examine its exterior 

appearance. 


The high and rugged walls were 
mouldering with age, and ſinking 
into 


THE CREOLE. — 133 


into a ſtate of dilapidation : while the | 


green and ſhrub-grown turrets, partly 
fallen to decay, ſtill towering on high, 
ſhed a majeſtic grandeur around. 


The gloomy ſilence and ſolemnity of 
the ſcene, was better adapted to the 


meditations of a hermit, than the 


purpoſes for which | it had ety 


been uſed. 


This fight would have beena ſource 
of terror and diſmay, to a heart leſs 
firm and leſs virtuous than that of 


N arconah. 


The youth, in cuſtody of the other 


ruffian, had now overtaken the party, 


and appeared to dread the approach; 
whilſt Narconah, who dared not 


ſpeak, inwardly lamented the debi- 
lity of the human mind, when labour- 


ing with misfortune, and pitied that 
8 want 
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want of firmneſs and reſolution, which 
he thought he perceived agitate the 


mind and frame of his fellow cap- 


tive. 


But although the undaunted ſpirit 
of the Prince would not ſuffer him 
to become a flave to terror, he yet 
was not without the moſt alarming 
apprehenſion with reſpe& to his pre- 
ſent fituation ; it was impoſſible he 
could conceive for what reaſon he 


was thus forcibly detained, nor could 


he conjecture for what purpoſe they 
were hurrying him on to this dark, 


' dreary, and obſcure abode. The 
ruffians having converſed together 


ſome time in private, bent ther 
courſe onward to the caſtle. 


The moat, with which it was 


furrounded, was deep and dry, 


and 
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and the ſole paſſage which ap- 
peared to its entrance, was a kind 
of bridge, formed of old planks, evi- 
dently rotten, and which ſeemed 
to threaten immediate deſtruction, 
as it gave way to the unwary foot- 
ſteps of the n 


The POR and the fellows who 
conducted him, were already over, 
when the ſhrieks and ſtruggles of 
the other captive, alarmed and de- 
manded their attention. On ap- 

proaching the bridge, he had per- 
ceived, lying on the borders of the 
moat, a perfect human ſkeleton; and 
apprehenſion of the fate he was 
about to experience, had cauſed an 
immediate and forcible exertion to 
eſcape. 
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His opponent, however, accuſtom- 
ed to theſe ſort of ſtruggles, preſently 
overcame him, and dragged him, al. 
moſt fainting with terror and fa- 
tigue, to the other fide of the moat. 


The noiſe they had made in the 
ſcuffle had alarmed the reſt of the 
inhabitants of the caſtle, who now 
burſt forth with torches and offen- 
five weapons, and exhibited the 
countenances of infernals, rather than 


thoſe of the inhabitants of earth. 


CHAP, 
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' CHAP. XVIII 


THE PRISONERS BECOME AC- 
QUAINTED. 


Tus inhabitants of the nee 
caſtle, with violent outcries and geſti- 
culations, now forced their captives 
through the long halls, which re- 
ſounded with their voices, and created 
freſh alarms in the breaſts of the Pri- 
ſoners. 


The deſolate and ruinous condi- 
tion of the place, could not but fill 
their minds with dread, and the dark- 
neſs that ſeemed to ſurround them, 
and which was but tranſiently diſ- 
pelled by the gleaming of the torches, _ 
excited n in both, though 

neither 
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neither could conjecture into whoſe 
hands they had fallen, nor for what 
purpoſe they were detained. 


After paſſing through ſeveral ſpa- 


Cious halls and apartments, in which 


were ſtil] obſervable the veſtiges of 
former grandeur, they ſtopped at a 
ſtair-caſe, while one among them, ap- 
parently the chief in power, aſcended 
with a large key, and opened a door 
of maſſy iron, through which the 
captives were inſtantly thruſt, and 


the door cloſed and locked upon 


them. 


They were now in total darkneſs, 
and the natural apprehenſions that 


diſtreſſed them, were ſtill encreaſed 


by the reiterated yells of laughter 
which they heard from without. 


Narconah, 


THE CREOLE. = 159 


Naveen forgetful of his compa- 
nion, groped his way to the wall, to 
determine the extent of his priſon; 
but his fellow-captive, ſtill more 
alarmed than he, called to him, that 
they might keep together, and en- 
treated him ww ſtill. 


Narconah, 2 to follow any 
advice that was given him, ſtopped 
in his ſearch, and ſoon found his 
way back to his companion, and 
being both overcome with fatigue, | 
they ſat down on the floor, which 
they found fo rotten and decayed, 
as to give way CORY beneath 
them. © 


It was long before either ſpoke; 
their minds were ſufficiently employ- 
ed in forming conjectures reſpecting 
their ſituation. Narconah knew not 

what 
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companion, gave himſelf up entirely 
re 


their way round the apartment, and 
their agitation being in ſome degree 


ſation, and into an enquiry of the 


cape. 
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what to think; b the youth, his 


ths this ſituation they remained 
ſome hours, till the appearance of 
day-light, through a ſmall aperture 
in the roof, animated them with 


hope. 
On its firſt becoming light they 
aroſe, and the gloom being ſomewhat 
diſſipated, they continued to ſearch | 
decreaſed, they entered into conver- 
nature and cauſe of their preſent 


confinement, and of the moſt pro- 
bable method of ee their ef 


The 


9 
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The youth briefly told Narconah | 
his ſtory; that his name was Haram, 
and that in purſuing his homeward 
journey towards Morocco, whence he - 
had been on a pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, through Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, 
Barca, and Egypt, he had been 
taken. captive by theſe robbers, for 


ſuch he ſuppoſed them to be, and 


concluded with ſaying, he imagined 
they were doomed to be fold into 
ſome foreign land, to ſlavery and 
on. 


It was in vain they now endea- 
roured to diſcover ſome opening by 
which they might procure their en- 
largement; they found the floor it is 
true decayed, but the walls were all 
firm, and appeared to have been 
ately repaired. 


As 


/ : 
162 THE CREOLE. 


As the wiſeſt method of conſola. 
tion, therefore, they had recourſe to 
reſignation, and they at laſt reſolved 
to await 'the progreſs of the adven- 
ture with that fortitude which was 
becoming rational beings. 


The day was far advanced before 
they ſaw a human being; at length, 
| however, the opening of the iron- 
door rouſed their apprehenſion, and 
a fellow entered, whoſe appearance 
did not diminiſh their fears. In one 
hand he bore a torch, and in the 
other a drawn ſabre; this man, how- 
ever, was ſucceeded by another, who 
brought in ſome food, which he threw | 
down, and they both departed with- 
out ſpeaking, and locked the door. 


Their inclination to food was not 
ſtrong, and it required a better appe- 
e tite 
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tite than theirs, to ſwallow the pro- 
viſion that was made for them. 

| The evening came, and the next 
day brought with it the ſame ter- 
tors and the ſame ſcene; the ſame 
food was left, and no notice taken 
of that which remained untouched; 
of this, however, as they began to 
find hunger affect them, they eat a 
little, though with great difficulty. 


The next day, and the day after, 
| arrived; their keeper ſtill maintained 

a myſterious ſilence; and the ſame-_ 

returned always, and with the ſame 

attendant. 


The unfortunate captives, at laſt 
loſt all that reſignation and fortitude 
which they had determined to main- 
lain, and which they imagined would 

5 85 enable 
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enable them to bear their fate, what. 
ever turn it might chance to take in 
future. 


1 


„* 


They had abandoned all hopes of 
again beholding the heavens, when 
on the ſixth day of their confinement, 
towards the cloſe of the evening, 
they received an unexpected viſit; 
the door of their priſon was thrown 
open, and a band of armed ruffans 
burſt into the chamber. By the | 
light of the numerous torches, they + 
beheld a young man, apparelled in 
the moſt ſumptuous attire; a bright 
ſword glittered in his hand, and he 
approached the prince with an en- 
raged voice, and pointing his ſword | 
to his breaſt, his whole geſtures be- 
ſpeaking the moſt determined and WF ; 
deſperate reſolution; obſerving his 


countenance, however, he turned 
quickly 
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tive, who bent upon his knee as he 
approached, overcome with dread 
and terror. | 


The young ſtranger, as if diſap- 
pointed in the object of his ven- 
geance, turned to his attendants, 
and venting on them abuſe, re- 
proaches, and indignation, they fled 
rapidly in fear before him. 


When all were departed, Narco- 


flent ſuſpenſe; the myſterious cir- 
cumſtance of their confinement, and 
the ſtill more myſterious tranſaction 
they had juſt witneſſed, alarmed them 
the more, as they were leſs able to 


form any n of their future 
fate. i 


ly ns I They 


quickly from him to the other cap- 


nah and his companion remained in 
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They were ſupriſed, however, to 
find the door of their priſon left 
open, and hearing the noiſe die away 
at a diſtance, they ventured to ap- 

| proach the opening, and ſeeing no 
one near, to uſher from the abode of 
darkneſs and terror. 


/ 


CHAP. 
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' CHAP. XIX. 


THE PRISONERS ESCAPE, AND 


AGAIN ENDANGER THEIR II- 
BERTY BY GENEROSITY. 


By cautious ſteps they advanced to 
the head of the ſtair-caſe, and liſtened 
attentively to the voices of thoſe be- 
low, to find what direction they were 
taking; after waiting ſome time, and 
hearing the noiſe decreaſe, they de- 


ſcendec into the hall which they had 


formerly paſſed through, and thence, 


without interruption, re-paſſed the 
entrance, and croſſing the bridge, 


with rapture found themſelves free, 
and near ſo ſafe a retreat as the ſur- 


rounding | 
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rounding wood—but the a pleaſure 
they felt was ſoon diminiſhed by ap- 


prehenſions which occaſioned freſh 


alarms for their ſafety ; for the joy 


on conſideration of having re-gained 
their liberty, was overcome by the 


dread of loſing themſelves in the 


wood, or of again falling into the 
hands of the banditti. 


They had ſcarce reached the bor: 


ders of the wood, when they again 
heard a loud outcry, and inſtantly 
ſecreted themſelves behind the thick- 


et, whence they could diſtinguiſh 


every thing, without being FRY | 


themſelves. 


After waiting a ſhort time, they 
beheld a band of ruffians, the ſame 
as thoſe from whom they had them 


ſelves eſcaped; they were forcing on 
a * 


THE CREOLE, 169 


a young man, whoſe ſtruggles would 
have withſtood the force of fewer 
numbers; he was, however, ſur- 
rounded by an armed force, and 
was therefore obliged * to 
proceed. 


When they entered the caſtle, the 
young adventurers Joſt all ſight of 
them ; they then entered into conſul- 


tation on the moſt probable method 


of extricating themſelves from the 
foreſt, by which they were on all ſides 


ſurrounded. After conſidering the 


danger of an attempt to croſs it that 
night, they reſolved on remaining till 
morning where they were. The 


night was then cloſing in faſt upon 


them, and the howling of certain 


beaſts of PEA alarmed and diſturbed | 
them. 
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The night advanced apace. The 
3 had been for ſome time pro- 
found, till it was interrupted by 
the ſound of a melodious and melan- 


choly voice, which chanted the fol. 
lowing 

SONNET TO NIGHT. 

Huſht is the wind! for filence all around 


Aſſum'd dominion with departing light; 


The buſy world, diſturb'd by no rude ſound, 
Is luld to ſlumber in the lap of night. 


The guilty wretch alone, who conſcious 


wakes, 
And contemplates in ſolitude his doom; 
At ev'ry howling of the tempeſt ſhakes, 
Or yet more trembles at the midnight 


_ gloom. 


or ſome 'lorn captive, doom'd to linger ſtill 


In this dark, filent, ſolitary ſcene, 


To ſink beneath accumulated ill, 


Or die unheeded ' mid the calm ſerene. 


The murm'ring breezes ſcarcely float along, 
Lull'd like a ſyren by her own ſweet ſong. 


Their 


| - -— WR... 


In 
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Their fears for their own ſafety 


were for ſome moments forgotten, 
in attending to the ſtrain; and their 
next anxiety was to learn from 
whence, and from whom, it proceed- 
ed. After watching awhile around 
them, they thought, notwithſtanding 
the darkneſs of the night, they per- 


ceived a figure moving ſlowly to 


and fro', on the ruinous battlements 
| of the caſtle. 


They concluded this muſt be the 


youth whom they had ſeen forced 


into the caſtle, and with a ſympathy 
natural to thoſe who have laboured 


under a fimilarity of misfortune, they 
longed for an a of releaſ- 


ng him. 


After walking round the caſtle; 
they nbi they ſaw ſomething 
< i hanging 
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mu ster. 
hanging from o e of the towers, 
which, obſerving ſtill more cloſely, 
they were perfectly aſſured was a 
rope or chain, which had been ſuf. 
. pended a d left there by accident, 
Satisfied, however, with this conjec- 
ture, they returned cautiouſly to the 
bridge, and gently crept into the 
moat, at a part wlach was fallen 
away, and left them an eaſy deſcent. 


Narconah was the firſt to ſeize the 
chain ; his companion ſeemed to ac- 
quieſce in the preſent enterprize, 
which he deemed hazardous and da- 
ring, rather from a fear of loſing his 
new friend, than from a defire to 
liberate the diſtreſſed captive. 


Accordingly Narconah ſhook the 
chain with ſufficient force to make it 


rattle, * which drew to that ſpot the 
| captive' 
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captive's attention, whom they now 


very plainly perceived. Thoſe who 


are in diſtreſs catch at every incident 


that occurs, and which they colour 
by hope, as a medium through which 


they may improve their fortune, in 


the ſame way that a man, ſtruggling 


with the waters, will ſnatch at a 


bubble of air on the ſurface, in 


the hope of finding it a prop that 


may ſupport him for awhile from 
loking. A”, 


The captive hearing the noiſe came 


round to that part from whence it 
proceeded, and looking down, at once 


perceived the chain, and the two 


ſtrangers beneath him. Narconah, 


without waiting for him to ſpeak, 


loftly called to him to deſcend. 


1 3 | CHAP. 
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| NARCONAH AND HIS NEW FRIENDS 


CHAP. XX. 


WANDER THROVGH THE FOREST, 


Tu captive was too much rejoiced 
at the ſound of the voice of aſſiſtance, 
to heſitate a moment, and leaped nim- 


bly over the turret, holding faſt by 


the chain. 


By means of this he gradually de- 
ſcended ; Narconah and his compa- | 
nion ſtood at a little diſtance, in un- 


breathing ſuſpence. The priſoner 


was freed. He was within a few 
feet of the earth, when the chain, 
which was badly ſecured at the top, 


e way, and came rattling « down 
with 


. a 
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with a tremendous * The youth 
himſelf received no injury; but all 


conceiving the danger they were now 
in, from an immediate alarm being 
ſpread in the caſtle, haſtily hurried 


towards the bridge, near which they 


had entered the moat—Narconah 


leading the way. 


He was already aſcended, the 
young Haram was following, when 
they heard the voices of the robbers, 
and again ſaw the light of the torches. 
Narconah cried aloud to his com- 


panions to follow, and ſeeing the 


danger to which they were expoſed, 


a ſudden thought occurred, which 


preſented the only hope of eſcaping 


the impending evils that threatened 


them. They all rapidly aſcended 


from the moat, they haſtened to the 
bridge, and each applying his utmoſt 
i ſtrength, , 
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ſtrength, they wrenched the rotten 


' planks from their hold, and threw 
them over into the moat ; they next 


fo far demoliſhed the rails and croſs 
planks, that all paſſage over it was 
impracticable. This being done, 
they flew towards the woods, and 
buried themſelves in the thickeſt 
part. The robbers coming to the 


bridge, unaware of the ſtratagem, 


fell one after the other into the moat; 


the greateſt confuſion and diſorder 
reigning among them, when they dif- 
covered the artifice that had been 


uſed to prevent purſuit. 


In the mean time Narconah, Ha- 
ram, and their new companion, flew 


forward through the foreſt. The 


young ſtranger told them that he had 
been taken forcibly by theſe men, 


whom they had miſtaken for robbers ; 


but 


v 
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but who in fact were a banditti, 
hired by a certain noble, who was his 
rival and his enemy, and who was 


bent on his deſtruction. He further 


added, that his adverſary dared 
not oppoſe him by open arms, and 
had therefore taken this atiozious 
and cowardly meaſure, to effect an 
unjuſt and unmerited revenge. 


Narconah lamented in ſilence the 
depravity of human nature; the 
herceneſs of certain unconquerable 
paſhons that agitated mens minds, 
and the daſtardly means that a con- 
temptible paſſion for revenge would 
ſometimes . induce them to take, in 
order to accompliſh their ends. 


He now, however, eaſily accounted 
for the occurrences which they had 
met with; and naturally attributed 
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their own capture to a miſtake of the 
ſlaves, which ſuppoſition the ſubſe. | 
quent behaviour of the noble in their 


priſon ſeemed to ſtrengthen. |. 


His new friends agreed with him 


in the idea, and they puſhed forwards, 


though without any direct path, or 
knowing when they ſhould be able 
to extricate themſelves from the fo- 


reſt. 


A thouſand thanks were mare 


on the part of the liberated Moor 


to his two friends ; though Narco- 
nah could not conceive the reaſon 
for ſuch, as he imagined he had done 


no more than moſt would have done 


in a ſimilar ſituation, for himſelf. 


After this, little converſation paſ- 
ſed between them. The joy. we feel 


at 


el 
at 
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at eſcaping great dangers, is ſeldom 
joquacious. Silent ſorrow is the 
deepeſt; and ſilent joy is the moſt 
heartfelt. © Extreme joy and extreme 
grief are both burthenſome to the 


heart, which will overflow from 
either cauſe ; and the external effects 
are often the ſame, though the diffe- 
rent cauſes produce very different 
inward ſenſations. . 


On coming to an uncovered piece 


4 ground, they ſtopped to conſider 


which would be the propereſt direc- 
tion for them to purſue. 

They at "ROY 2 to pro- 
ceed forward together; for the dawn 
of day afforded a proſpect that by no 
means inclined them to ſeparate, or 


purſue different roads. 
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The fret was all around den 
thick and dark, and the travellers be- 
gan to think they had miſtaken the 
route which was to lead them to the 
verge of the woods; they puſhed on 


therefore earneſtly, and not without 
ſome apprehenſion, and before the 
earth in its diurnal revolution had 


long expoſed the kingdom of Moroc- 


co to the piercing rays of the ſun, 


they found themſelves on the bor- 
ders of the foreſt. The hearts of 
Narconah and Haram leaped for joy, 
as the young hind, releaſed from 
the fold, bounds over the plain, re- 


joicing in its freedom. 


S fo Oma- 
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CHAP. XXI. 
adi 
4 MAN WHO COMPLAINS or ILL- 
USAGE. 


Tur pleaſurable ſenſations they 


experienced on finding themſelves 
once more at liberty, were ſomewhat 
diminiſhed by the conſideration, that 
they were ſtrangers to what part of 
the country they were direCting their 
ee, 550 ORE 


Paſſing on a little way farther, they 
met a ſoldier and his ſon, and aſked 
of them the road. Narconah and 
Haram were both journeying towards 


Morocco; but as the ſtranger was on 


his way to Sallee, they parted, with 


the 
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the warmeſt thanks on the one part, 
and the kindeſt wiſhes on the other. 


The ſoldier and his Wu were going 
alſo to the capital;-and offered, for 


that reaſon, to bear the other two 
_ travellers company, till they reached 


the high road. 


This propoſal being gratefully ac- 
cepted on the part of Narconah, 
they joined company, and purſued 
their journey. 


The ſoldier was of a middle ſta- 
ture, and in the prime of life ; he 
had loſt his left arm in the wars, and 
having now recovered from bis 
wound, was returning: wretched and 
abandoned to his own country. 


z 
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As they walked on, he gave many 
hints to that purpoſe and reſpecting 
his fortunes; and lamented the ufage 
that poor ſoldiers met with in the 
Mooriſh army, after having riſqued 
their lives, or loſt a limb, as he had, 
in their lervice. 


n th an earneſt deſire 
to hear his ſtory throughout. | 


« The life of a ſoldier,” replied 
the other, © is not generally of a na- 
ture to gratify curioſity; though it 
is often likely enough to excite it. 
The routine of life is regular and al- 
moſt unvaried, and when you have 
heard the hiſtory of one day, n 
have heard the en of a life. 


"2 foldier' 8 lie, in "hs Mooriſh 
army, is moſtly without change of 
i incident 


I 
BEE Pas 33 1a ernde ono 


— = _— l = —_—_ 
E rer 


184 THE CREOLE. 


incident—he riſes in the morning to 


conſtant duty—fights in the cauſe of 


| honour and his country, and at length, 
when maimed in its ſervice, or worn 
out with age, is ſent home to end 
his days in miſery and wretchedneſs. 


Such is the life of a ſoldier. l en- 
liſted my ſon in my proſperity, but 
he returns with me in my adverſity. 
It is with difficulty I have obtained 
his diſcharge, and I have now only 
left me to hope, that he will take 


a leſſon of wiſdom from the ill- 
treatment and misfortunes of his 
father.“ | 


E lt appears,” faid Narconah, 

* you complain heavily of your pro- 
feſion—And are all the ſoldiers in 
our armies treated thus?“ ah 
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They are,” replied. the oder 


tem any good.“ 


1 am unwilling to believe you 
| ſpeak falſely, and yet I am willing 
to hope you do;” obſerved Narco- 
nah, © for I am of opinion if they 
were in general uſed ſo ill as you 


pretend, that there would be found 


tew ſo unthinking as to enter in the 
ſervice,” 


«* Alas!” interrupted Haram, *I 
have myſelf ſcen inſtances of infelicity 
among them, rather than ſuffer which 
had been happy to be quit of life. 
The powers of the human mind may 
be ſo conſtruted as to bear misfor- 
tune; but I am confident reaſon 
| das no argument whatever, ſo ſubtle 
ar 


«they are all abandoned by their 
country when they can no longer ” : 
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or convincing, as to induce me to he. 
lieve the hardſhips of a ſoldier's life 
can be ſuſtained without being ep 
and ſeverely felt.” 


* Hardineſs and fortitude, how- 
ever,” rejoined Narconah, © may do 
naturally, what the nicer perſuaſion 
of reaſon can never effect by art; 
but if the ſoldier's hardſhips are ſo 
great, I think it a pity that the go- 


vernment which they are fighting to 
ſupport, thould be either fo ignorant 
of them, or ſo unjuſt, as not to en. 
deavour to alleviate them. 

It is the fault of our governors, 
ſaid the ſoldier's ſon—“ My father 
had not received ſo ſevere a puniſh: 
ment as he has, had it not come eg 
them.“ 


„ What 
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What pumſhment?” demanded 
Narconah 2? 


„The puniſhment he alludes ter; . 


did not deſerve,” interrupted the 
ſoldier. © The fault I have com- 
mitted was ſimply of a venial nature, 


and merited not the puniſhment of 


a thief ; but for this I am abandoned 
in the world. May the worſt mis- 
fortunes overtake them may the 
Mooriſh army bite the duſt, and 


| .* 


. Softly, my friend,” interrupted 


Haram, your reſentment paſſes 
moderation, and looks leſs like the 


wounded pride of ſuffering virtue, 
than the unprincipled revenge of de- 
tected guilt.” 


care 
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© [care not,” ſaid the ſoldier, © to 
be thus inſulted to my face; I ſhall 
therefore leave you to purſue your 
road, and hope you will meet with 
ſomething by the way that will make 
you to repent your infolence.” 


Saying theſe words, he ſeized 
his ſon's hand, and darting a furious 
look as he departed, was mn, 
out of ſight. 


The ſoldier's conduct vexed, 
though it did not diſturb the two 
travellers ; and though they dreaded 
nothing from his perſonal malice, 
they yet feared ſomething from their 
| Ignorance of the road. As they 
partly recolletted, however, his de- 
ſcription of the route they were to 


purſue, they ſoon collected their ſpi- 
rith 


kX. 


1ts, 
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rits, and went forward without much 


apprehenſion of danger. 


Narconah regarded his companion 
with great attention as they walked 
on; and found himſelt, he knew not 
why, drawn towards him, and invo- 
luntarily attached to his intereſt. 


His form was graceful and ſlender, 


which, though he had journeyed far, 
and undergone much fatigue, ſeemed 
little able to endure it. 

Narconah reſtrained an inward 
curioſity, which he cenſured ; and 


forbearing to aſk any particular per- 
ſonal queſtions, the converſation by 
the way related to general ſubjects. 
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thoſe who do moſt harm to the cauſe 


to be an impoſtor alſo.“ 
ſhould, replied Narconah, © the 


the laſt was of our contempt.“ 
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CHAP. XXII. 


NARCONAH AND HARAM REGAIN 
THE ROAD. 


Md of his deſcription,” ſaid 
Haram, alluding to the ſoldier from 
whom they had juſt parted, „are 


of benevolence; till the truth came 
out we were inclined to pity him, 
but when we next meet a broken 
ſoldier, we ſhall naturally ſuſpect him 


Pg A 


« And yet I know not why we 


next ſoldier we meet may be as 
truly deſerving of our COND, i 


cc And 
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« And yet, ſuch is the nature of 
man's heart,” reſumed Haram, © that 
it wants no ſtimulus, in addition to 
its natural propenſity, to look to the 
worſt ſide of human nature.” 
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« I do not underſtand then what 
you mean by natural propenſities, 
fad Narconah. I am certain I 
have none but what incline me to 
believe that every being whom I 
meet is equally defirous of doing 
good, and equally devoid of all arti- 
fce, as I am myſelf.” 


f You may deem yourſelf moſt 
happy then,” replied Haram; © there 
are few in this world ſo fortunate as 
to eſcape ſuffering, by the fraud or ill 
lefigns of others, and thoſe who do, 
may thank their own good fortune 
much more than the lectures and 
| advice 
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advice of their friends. For my own 


part, I have viſited the world in a 


ſearch after perfect felicity, and am 


returning to my ſatisfaction; that is, 


I am ſatisfied it is no where to be 
found. A 


« I think,” ſaid Narconah, © we 
appear to have very ſimilar diſpoſi- 


tions for enquiry, and have purſued 


the ſame path for information, nearly 
for the ſame purpoſe; for myſelf, 
have been ſearching for contentment 
in others, rather than to obtain it for 
myſelf; and am returning home, diſ- 
appointed by the world, and coming 
to an end of my ſearch, almoſt as 
ſoon as it is begun. I find none 
happy in the world, and therefore 
conclude, that happineſs does not 


exiſt in it; and though I have formed 


this judgment previphtately, I am 
unwilling 
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unwilling to go on, leſt I ſhould be 


more and more aſſured of the verity 


of my ſuppoſition.” 


« When I ſet out on my journey, 


ſaid Haram, © I ſet out in ignorance; 
and had not proceeded far on my 
way, before I began to think as you 
think now. I was, however, ſatisfied 
on a farther examination, that there 


were many happy in the world, 


though none were perfectly con- 
tented ; but my ſearch was more ro- 
mantic even than yours, I expected 

to find perfect happineſs on earth, but 
am perſuaded it cannot exiſt, unleſs 
we could find perfect virtue.“ 


« I think,” replied N arconah, | 


* from the nature of our mutual 
expedition, that we ſhall be good 
friends and companions.” 
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« It will be what I much wiſh,” 
ſaid Haram, Friendſhip is the moſt 
exalted of all attachments, becauſe, 


it muſt be free from every vice and 
paſſion; you will be ſurpriſed, per- 
haps, to hear, that with a heart, in all 
reſpects, I think, calculated to form a 


laſting and ſtrict friendſhip, I have 
neveryet been ſo fortunate as to call any 


one by the endearing name of friend.“ 


« *Tis ſtrange,” exclaimed Narco- 
nah, you have juſt anticipated what 
| was about to ſay; I have had an 


aged friend, whom I] revered, but I 


| think the teelings muſt be different in 
a friendſhip between age and youth, 
and two of the ſame age.” 


They certainly muſt be,” replied 
Haram, © [ had an aged protector, but 
reverence ſuperſeded friendſhip; I was 
brought up with him in ſolitude—” 

5 « Wonderful 


„Wonderful again,” interrupted 
ceive I am converſing with my coun- 
of ſome particulars of your ſtory.” 


« Pardon me,” ſaid Haram, I 
dare not, I have already ſaid too 
much, for I have exceeded the bounds 


never to reveal halt ſo much.” 


* 


am amazed,” rejoined Narconah; I 
with you had excited my curioſity 
leſs, or reſolved to gratify it more.“ 


replied Haram; © but that will not 
tempt me to abandon my reſolution. 


origin. So now as you are acquaint- 
„ d with my determination, I hope 
rful ES vou 
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Narconah, © I ſhall preſently con- 


terpart; I beg of you to inform me 


of my own promiſe; as I propoſed | 


© The more you ſay, the more 1 


© You are now piqued, I ſee,” 


| will not tell you a word of my 
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you will prize my honeſty, becauſe, | 
after the faſhion of the world, I might 
have impoſed on you by means of a 
fiction; but this I object to, becauſe 
it is a deviation from truth, though it 
is perhaps an innocent one.“ 


«© T have been taught to revere 
truth, and to love it myſelf,” ſaid 
Narconah, © and I therefore revere 
and honour you for your attachment 

to it.“ 5 


* Anon,” replied Haram, © I may 
ſatisfy you. Yonder is an opening, 


perhaps it may lead us to the high 
= 4xs 


The fact was as he imagined— 
they entered the path, and preſently 
found themſelves on the high road 
to Morocco. 


END OF VOL. II. 


